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EDITORIAL 


E this issue appears an article giving some well- 
‘balanced views on handicapping, by the Earl of 
March. These are his own personal opinions, and do 
not necessarily represent those of the B.A.R.C., which 
organization he has assisted during the past season, in 
compiling handicaps. Nevertheless, Lord March's 
comments contain much food for thought, and his 
suggestion regarding the publication of a kind of 
“Motor-Racing Form” bulletin is one that merits serious 
consideration. Since Mr. Barclay Inglis's and Mr. 
Dudley Coram’s pleas for the establishment of a 
“Central Bureau of Handicapping”, AUTOSPORT has 
studied the question of supplying as much information 
as possible regarding sports-car competitors, which 
would be of assistance to organizers and handicappers 
alike. The publication of a form guide would indeed 
provide that information and would also be of absorb- 
ing interest to all who follow sports-car racing in this 
country. 

Autosport is fully prepared to accept the onus of 
incorporating in the magazine, during the racing season, 
a guide to form on the lines suggested by the Earl of 
March. Naturally, this cannot be done without the full 
co-operation of all Clubs which organize motor-races, 
and of the timekeepers themselves. Unless it is possible 
to publish relevant details of all competitors, the scheme 
would not be effective. This would entail the provision 
of full results of every race, details of handicaps (if 
applicable), and, above all, a complete list of lap times. 
The latter is essential in order that a selection of times 
could be published, showing the capabilities of a par- 
ticular car and driver on a named circuit, In order that 
this guide to form would be as accurate as possible, 
Autosport is perfectly willing to appoint a well-known 
handicapping expert to edit this section, and to be 
responsible for compiling the necessary information. 
The magazine would also, if considered necessary, sub- 
mit the timekeepers” sheets to a qualified auditor before 
extracting information from them. 

If Clubs feel that this service would assist them 
during the racing season, Secretaries should immediately 
write to AuTosporr stating whether or not their Clubs 
wish the scheme to be instigated. 

The possession of the information tabulated above 
should prove of inestimable assistance to all organizers. 
As the Earl of March states in his article, the promise 
of close finishes to handicap races would encourage the 
attendance of spectators who, in the past, have been 
inclined to view all races of this type with distrust. 
There is no reason why handicap races in this country 
should not provide as good a spectator attraction as 
any form of scratch event. 


OUR COVER PICTURE. 


ROYAL PRESENTATION: H.RH. The Duke of 
Edinburgh presenting Stirling Moss with the 1982 Gold 
Star at the British Racing Drivers’ Club Silver Jubilee 
Ball and Banquet, at the Royal Festival Hall, London. 
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PIT AND PADDOCK 


"PRawrs’ Ball, by the 750 Club, at 
the Abbey Hotel on 10th 
December, was so successful in 
respect of appropriate attire that 
one guest had considerable trouble 
in dissuading a garage proprietor 
from sending for the police. 


OHN ROWLEY, who formerly raced 
a 2-litre Aston Martin, will be 
seen in an Alta next season. 


* . . 


. B. JENKINS is said to be directly 

interested in an American project 
to attack the late John Cobb’s Land 
Speed Record, in a car fitted with 
a turbo-jet engine. 


GOvANNE neacco, may join Her- 
mann Lang and Karl Kling in 
the official Mercedes-Benz sports-car 
team in next year’s r: 


JOAN MANUEL FaNGto has purchased 
a C-type Jaguar of the type which 
won the 1951 Le Mans race 


WING to a slight misunderstand- 
ing, we referred in last_week’s 
we to Sir James Scott-Douglas 


the Bristol M.C. and L.C.C. This 
should be read as accepted nomina- 
tion for Presidency 


ComMER-uRISTOL exhibited on, the 
racing-car stand at Earls Court 
has been purchased by Frank Curtis 
of streamlined Allard fame. 


PORSCHE IN BRITAIN 


OLBORNE GARAGE, LTD., of Rip- 
ley, Surrey, the Volkswagen 
people, have been appointed Sole 
Concessionaires in Great Britain for 
Porsche cars, which at present are 
ayailable only to members of the 


United States Forces, overseas 
visitors and diplomats. 
Charles Meis! has joined the 


Board of this Company and will be 
responsible for importation and 
sales. 


oB WALKER has acquired the 
latest type of Formula 2 
Connaught. 


IUSEPPE FARINA is said to be con- 
sidering an offer by Lancia to be 
manager for a team of Lancia 
Aurelias for 1953 sports-car racing. 


HUMBER COLOUR FILM 


LATS? _ addition * to the | ever- 
growing list of really fine motor 
sporting films is the colour produc- 
tion of the recent Humber Super 
Snipe 15 Countries in 90 Hours run, 
shown to the Press a few days after 
the completion of the test 

* + . 


NEW CASTROL FILM 


A Sew Castrol film “RAC, Inter- 
national Rally, 1952” received 
its first performance today at the 
R.A.C., Pall Mall, 

he film runs for 35 minutes, and 
conveys in excellent manner the im- 
pression of what a Rally of this 
kind means both in preparation and 
in execution. A special feature is 
made of the many tests undertaken 
en route by the competitors. Of 
these, one especially remembers the 
spectacular shots taken from a car 
travelling at high speed up the 
famous Rest-and-be-Thankful hill. 
Also memorable is the beautiful 
colour photography, by Richard 
Habershon, of the lake and moun- 
tain scenery through which the Rally 
passed. 

The commentary of “R.A.C. In- 
ternational Rally, 1952” is by Ray- 
mond Baxter. The film will be 
available for loan to motor clubs 
and similar organizations from Ist 
January, 1953. 


FAIR SUPPORT: Mrs. Francis Penn 

and Mrs. T. C, Harrison are amongst the 

“better halves” scen at the recent annual 

dinner/dance of the Lancashire and 
Cheshire AC. 
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B.R.D.C. MOTOR RACING 
EXHIBITION 


Goat models by Rex Hays of 
notable racing-cars built from 
1910 to 1952 will feature at the 
B.R.D.C’s Motor Racing Exhibition 
at Stratton House, Piccadilly, Lon- 
don, W.1., from 22nd to the 30th 
December. Famous racing drivers 
will be present. Hours daily are 10 
am. to 8 p.m., but the Exhibition 
will be closed’ on Christmas Day 
and Sunday, 28th December. 

Admission will be 2s. for adults, 
children Is, Proceeds are in aid of 
the National Playing Fields Associa- 
tion. 


. + . 


CRYSTAL PALACE IS “ON” 
EPRESENTATIVES of the B.R.D.C., 
BARC. Half-Litre Club and 

the Auto-Cycle Union have agreed 
to a request by the R.A.C. to serve 
as a joint body in arranging a series 
of race meetings at Crystal Palace 
next season, The R.A.C. themselves 
were approached by the Parks Com- 
mittee of the London County Coun- 
cil, who are arranging for the con- 
struction of a link road between the 
old Fisherman's Bend and Stadium 
Curve, thus considerably raising the 
lap speed of the circuit. 

Dates for 1953 car race meetings 
will be settled shortly; it is hoped to 
include two Formula 3 meetings, 
one of them International, and also 
a Formula 2 meeting later in the 
season. 


. * * 


ANOTHER MEXICAN RACE 


EVERAL of the European com- 

petitors in the Pan American 
Road Race will be staying on in 
Mexico to take part in another road 
race on 28th December. The race 
will be of circuit-type this time, 
starting from Mexico City and lead- 
ing over a hilly, winding route to 
Cuernavaca, returning then to 
Mexico City by a new motor road. 
Lap distance is about 92 miles, and 
the circuit will be covered three 
times by the sports-cars and four 
times by series-built machines. 

Giovanni Bracco, “unlucky bi 
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SPORTS-NEWS 


of the Pan American Race, will be 
driving a Ferrari, as will the Mexican 
driver P. Ibarra. Luigi Chinetti may 
also take part, and the organizers 
are hoping to’ secure entries from 
Manzon (2.3-litre Gordini) and Piero 
Taruffi with one of the Lancias. 
* 


. . 


A RACING TATRA 
No has lated = from 

Czecho-Slovakia of an experi- 
mental Tatra racing single-seater, 
with an air-cooled unblown V8 
engine of approximately 24-litres. 
This unit, developed from the stan- 
dard product, has raised compres- 
sion, twin carburetters, and o.h. 
operated by minute pushrods, ani 
running on 80 octane fuel is reported 
to produce 50 b.h.p. per litre, with 
maximum revs. of 8,000. 

This engine, fitted into a single- 
seater chassis, has been extensively 
tested this year, and won the 
Czecho-Slovakian G.P_ (a national 
ad be get setting a fastest lap 
32 secs., compared to 
Peter Whitehead’s 1949 figuro with 


the 14-litre blown Ferrari of 8 mins. 
12 secs. 


For an air-cooled machine, the 
Tatra is said to be remarkably quiet. 
Mounted in a standard Tatraplan 
chassis, the following figures were 
recorded: — 


Standing Start: 

0-80 kilos in 9.2 secs. 

0-100 kilos in 13.2 secs. 

pest kilos in 40.0 aa Ent 

laximum Speed: ph. 
(99.4 mp.b.). 

If these speeds are to be taken as 
maximum performance, the Tatra 
would clearly be no match for any 
Western European racing-cars, but 
they would naturally be higher in 
le-seater version, wi 
further improvements to boost power 
and speed may be intended. 

OF course, 24-litres is the maxi- 
mum capacity limit for cars of the 
1954 Formula. Should this Tatra 
development portend competition 
from the “Curtain” countries, Inter- 
national racing may take on a novel 
interest. 


R.A.C. TYRE REGULATIONS 


Regulations hays in 1953 apely 
aoa ae 
Trials ¢ ip and is. qualifying 
events. Promoters of other events may, 
at their option, adopt these: Regulations 
‘or the R re] lations, as pub- 
lished in July, 1949, 
‘Tyre sections will be Festricted in the 
case of “Special” cars 
Capacity! Up to and including 
5 


Section: 
Capacity: Over 2,500 cc. 


Section: 7.00. 
It should be noted that the chassis, 
excluding the body, determines whether 
or not the car is Tegarded as a "Spec 
“Stay ” vehicle. In the case of 
andard” cars of which at least. SO 
chasis have been produced oe for which 
manufacturing provision has been made 
to the satisfaction of the RAC, no 
restriction on size will be made within 
the range of tyres by the 
tyre manufacturers for 


2,500 ce. 


475, must be on the ap- 
Proved list and modification of 
manufacturer's tyre tread pattern will not 
be permitted. 

© date the following tyres have been 
approved 


British Tyre & Rubber Co.: “Gilt- 
edged”, 

Dominion: de Luxe. 

‘Avon: “HM”. 

John Bull: “Heavy”. 

Davies: “Passenger”. 


Firestone: “de Li “Safety Lock"; 
“Super Balloon”. 
Pirelli: “Airflex’ 


Luxe All Weather” 


All Weather”. 
Dunlop: BS, Cushion; Fort BS; Fort 
C Type. 
North British: “Airglide”. 
RETREADS AND REMOULDS 


‘Any retread or remould by the origi: 
nal tyre manufacturer to the 
patterns listed above, and, 19 addition :-— 


Matthews, Brentford: “Stan- 


les a soon as 
to issue an ai 


the maximum section permitted is 5.50. 
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NORTHERN HOPE: Cuth Harrison in 
Harford M1, 


Chandler 


and his 
Chandler have shown superb form, 
and AurosPorr is inclined to place 


supercharged 


him as first choice amongst the 
Southern folk. 

The claims of Ron Faulkner, Rex 
Chappell, Alan Day and E. A 
Jaunceycannotbedismissed. Another 
driver who may spring a surprise is 
Mike Lawson, who, with Lotus IV, 
has hit first-rate form during the 
past few weeks. Nevertheless, trials 
being what they are, the winner 
could come from any driver on the 
list 


27 Drivers from England, Scotland, Northern Ireland and Eire 


Take Part in Tomorrow’s 


QS, 202 December, 27 competitors 
will take part in the fourth 
annual R.A.C, Trials Championship. 
There are 13 entrants from the South 
of England, nine from the North, 
two each from Scotland and Northern 
Ireland, and one from Eire. 

Only'one previous winner is in the 
list, Wally. Waring, last year’s 
champion. The 1948, 1949 and 1950 
events were won by Ken Whartos 
who has retired from active partici- 
pation in trials. 

Numerically the South of England 
is much stronger than the “North”, 
which was-far from being the case 
a year or two ago, when the men 
from above the “Coventry Line” 
carried all before them in the main 
mud-plugging events. However, 
the 1952 event is on Northern terri- 
tory, and the home-based entrants 
may feel that they have a slightly 
better knowledge of Yorkshire mud 
than have their rivals. 


Who Will Win? 


The destiny of the Championship 
Trophy is difficult to prophesy. All 
entrants are top-line trials drivers, 
and any one of the English mud- 
pluggers is perfectly capable of 
carrying it off. Without decrying 
the chances of the Scottish and Irish 
drivers, it cannot be denied that they 
have nothing like the experience of 
this highly specialized sport as com- 
pared with the Englishman. How- 
ever, it will be interesting to watch 
the progress of Todd and Murray, 
who have established a great repu- 


“Blue Riba 


tation for themselves across the Irish 
Sea. 

Amongst the Northern favourites 
must be included Cuth Harrison and 
his efficient little Harford. The ex- 
E.R.A. racing driver, on his day, is 
probably the best all-round trials 
man in the country, and with a little 
luck may finish on top. His son 
Edward is also a doughty performer, 
as are the two remaining “West 
Riders", Gordon Mosby _ and 
Maurice Wilde. Mosby can always 
be relied upon for a sparkling per- 
formance on his native heath. Reg 
Phillips, too, can always be relied 
on to be thereabouts. 

Wally Waring and Tony Rumfitt, 
as 1952 champion and runner-up, 
must be regarded as strong favour- 
ites. However, in recent events, E. J 


of the Trials World 


LE TOUT 
(Left) Reg Phil- 
Nps. e_another 
forthern con- 
tender. 


SOUTHERN 
FAVOURITE 
(Below) E. J 
Chander "and 
his Chandler 


All observed sections are near 
Gandale Camp, Catterick, and the 
R.A.C. has arranged signposting to 
the start, from Catterick, Leyburn 
and Richmond. There are ample 
facilities for spectating, but on- 
lookers are asked to put their cars 
in the appointed spectators’ car 


parks. 
Hills will be marked on the 
penalty basis. Drivers who get all 


four wheels of their cars past the 
Observed Section Ends signs, will 
have no penalty marks. The last- 
named will be marked on the basis 
of how far up each section drivers 
manage to get their cars 


Colour Code 


Competitors are arrar 
groups of nine drivers. 
identified by a colour code of blue, 
yellow and red. Starting order will 
be balloted, but the order in which 
drivers tackle the hills will be 
changed throughout the event. 

Results will be announced on 
Saturday evening, and at the British 
Trials Drivers’ Association’s annual 
dinner-dance at the Scotch Corner 
Hotel, Catterick, it will be possible 
to announce the winner and_posi 
tions of entrants for the B.T.D.A. 
Trials Star competition. 


TRIALS CHAMPIONSHIP 
THE ENTRY 
South of England 


Jim Appleton (1.172 Appleton); E. J 
Chandler (1,172 Chandler $); Rex ‘Chap- 
ell (1.190 "Cottony; Alan ‘Day, (1.172 
Spence’ VI); Ron Faulkner (1,190 Paul); 
E. A. Jauncey (1,172 Otter); Mike Law- 
son (1,172 Lotus); I. D. L. Lewis (1.172 
Ford); Dave Price (1,172 Price I); Tony 
Rumfitt (1.190 Cotton I); H. Sinclair 
Sweeney (1,442 Jacquie); C. M. Seward 
(1,099. Freakin); Wally’ Waring (1,190 
WELW. Dellow’ S), 


North of England 


Tony Alldred (1,172 Ford); Cyril Cor: 
bishley (1,442 C.C'S.); Edward Harrison 
(1,172 Harford 1); Cuth Harrison (1,172 
Harford Il); F. Harrison (1,172 F-H.2); 
Gordon Mosby (1,172 Ford S): Reg 
Phillips (1,172 Le Tout); Edgar Wads- 
worth (1,172 Ford); Maurice Wilde 
(1,172 Ford S) 
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Me: Wally Scotland 
caring. mresent ack Wilson (1,220 Austin); Peter 


Goodall (1,172 Deliow). 


A Northern Ireland 
Wilbur Todd (1,220 Todd); R. C. 
ULSTER McKinney (1,172 Dellow). 
(Below) Wil- 
mir Todd and 
Rie Austin Eire 
powered Spl. Kevin Murray (1,240 M.M.ID, 


SCOTLAND. 
(Right) Peter 
Goodall — a 
Dellow entrant. 


* 


EIRE: (Below) 
Kevin Murray 
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BETTER HANDICAPPING 


The Importance of “Past Performance” 
Fair Handicap, and the Drawbacks of a Bureau of Records 


DDuBING the past, season I have 
been assisting the B.A.R.C. in 
the compilation of handicaps for 
their Goodwood Meetings and from 
the experience gained I would like 
to make some comments on the 
article, “Better Handicapping”, by 
Mr. Barclay Inglis, which appeared 
in Autosport of 21st March, 1952. 

Now there are endless theories on 
this subject, but theories of course 
are useless unless they work out in 
practice, a point which particularly 
applied to the first of Mr. Inglis’s 
two main suggestions. He states 
that; “*. . . The question of modifi- 
cations is the bones of the matter 
‘and adds that if entry forms 
asked for more details of modifica- 
tions, the handicappers’ job would 
become far easier. The B.A.R.C. 
entry form does in fact contain the 
following request: “Give details of 
‘any special tuning or modifications 
to the car since it was last raced”. 
Surely this could hardly be a more 
searching question? 


Only Six Declared 


Nevertheless, in the Members’ 
Meeting on 17th May, 1952, only 
six out of some 60 competitors made 
any declaration under this heading, 
and by no means all of these six ex- 
ceeded their previous best times 
when the day came. No doubt a 
few felt their efforts to find more 
power since their last race could 
neither be classified as “special 
tuning” or “modifications”, but it 
is reasonable to assume that most 
of the 34 cars which had also raced 
at the previous Members’ Meeting 
had not been touched in the mean- 
time. However, 25 of these 34 did 


By 
THE EARL OF MARCH 


in fact improve quite considerably 
on their previous times. 

Modifications, it seems therefore, 
although “part of” are by no means 
the “whole of” the bones of the 
matter, and, even when known to 
exist, are almost unassessable by the 
handicapper in terms of minutes and 
seconds, 

I would suggest that of greater 
importance, and perhaps the vital 
factor to be considered when com- 
piling handicaps, is past perform- 
ance; though at the same time it 
must be remembered that there will 
never be a complete answer to the 
problem owing to the innumerable 
unforeseen incidents which can 
occur in any race and ruin any han- 
dicapper’s assessments no matter 
how accurate. At the July Good- 
wood Members’ Meeting when most 
of the cars competing had run there 
twice before in the season, three of 
the six races were won by one 
second or under, and the average 
time covering the first four cars in 
each race was seven seconds. On 
the other hand, at the September 
International Meeting, when little 
was known about more than half a 
dozen of the entries, the two handi- 
cap races provided nothing ap- 
proaching close finishes. 

Thus the greater the information 
of past results, the greater the likeli- 
hood of a good handicap, or in 
other words a close finish; but, as 
things stand at present, the only in- 
formation available to organizing 
clubs is that obtained from the 
results of their own meetings. 


in Assessing a 


It therefore seems essential that, 
if handicaps are to be improved, 
organizing clubs must have at hand 
detailed records of results from 
meetings throughout the country; 
for, although it is true that lap times 
on one circuit may have little bear- 
ing upon those elsewhere, compari- 
sons become available between cars 
of similar type and performance; 
and such comparisons are invaluable 
and far better than no information 
at all. 


Difficulties of a Records Bureau 


This leads me directly to Mr. 
Inglis's second suggestion which 
was that a Central Bureau of 
Records should be set up. To my 
mind this is an admirable idea, al- 
though I rather doubt if it could 
be effectively put into operation. 
The disadvantages of such a scheme 
are that so many organizing clubs 
and their committee members are 
spread far and wide, rather than 
being situated in the London area; 
furthermore, committee members 
would not always be able to attend 
at times during the day when such 
an office would presumably be open. 

Could not AuTosPoRT give a 
thought to this problem and con- 
sider the possibility of becoming the 
medium through which this neces- 
sary information could be circulated 
during the racing season? I would 
suggest some sort of a bulletin, 
similar in effect to that admirable 
weekly publication Race Form which 
supplies the horse-racing enthusiast 
with detailed results of the past 
week's racing, so that he has a 
record of all the season's form per- 
manently at hand. Such a publica- 
tion, as well as requiring efficient 
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co-operation from organizing clubs, 
would naturally be expensive, but I 
cannot help feeling that these clubs 
would give much for the wealth of 
vital information it would provide. 

There are some, perhaps, who 
feel that all this talk about handi- 
caps is rather a waste of time, as for 
too many people such races seem 
very secondary to Grands Prix and 
other important scratch events, Yet 
it is extremely short-sighted to 
under-estimate their importance to 
the Sport. At the present time, when 
operating costs and starting money 
in particular are soaring to un- 
believable heights, the prospects of 
staging truly international scratch 
races in this country appear dis- 


tinetly gloomy. An answer, how- 
ever, to this distressing problem of 
rising prices would be a substantial 
increase in the number of regular 
attenders by converting the many, 
so far, merely interested onlookers, 
into real enthusiasts, so that they 
may build up the essential hard core 
of spectators. 

These newcomers to the Sport 
know little of the cars and drivers, 
but they enjoy the speed and are 
keen to see exciting racing. To them 
the word “handicap”, as they have 


PROBLEM: Externally identical sports- 
cars may vary widely in technical specifi- 
cations, and it ts the handicapper's task 
to strike a fair balance berween them. 
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been taught by horse racing, is 
synonymous with a close finish, and 
thus there could be nothing more 
calculated to turn these important 
people away from the Sport, during 
their impressionable stage, than poor 
handicaps. On the other hand, 
nothing would be more likely to set 
them upon the road to becoming 
real enthusiasts than thrilling 
finishes. 

Thus, to my mind, the question of 
handicapping is one of tremendous 
importan therefore through the 
initiative of this paper a weekly 
“Motor Race Form™ bulletin could 
be produced, Autosport would be 
carrying out yet another service of 
inestimable value to the Sport. 


A REALLY CHEAP SMALL CAR 


Comment by “Crown Wheel” 


FrotLOw!NG on our previous letter 
and in view of the interest 
aroused in the subject of “The 
Really Cheap Small Car” which has 
now culminated in the article by 
John Bolster, we should now like to 
comment on ‘this at some length. 
We will agree with him that taxa- 
tion and insurance are both impor- 
tant points to bear in mind when 
designing a completely new car of 
this type, but we feel that the great 
argument against three-wheelers is 
that most rally and other sporting 
regulations exclude the — three- 
wheeler vehicle, and whilst we are 
not primarily interested in a sporting 
vehicle, we feel that the owner 


and “Pinion” 
should have the chance to enter if he 
wishes. 

We believe that John Bolster’s 
estimates of m.p.g. are optimistic in 
view of the fact that a standard 
motor-cycle of 350 c.c. will do 80 
mp.g., but only under reasonable 
conditions—mine does about 60 
m.p.g. anyway—and the weight of 
a car body and passengers would 
place this figure beyond the realms 
of practicabi 

The price of a vertical air-cooled 
motor-cycle engine is by no means 
as high as Bolster appears to think. 
For example, a 650 cc. Triumph 
twin retails at £47, which indicates 
a trade price for bulk deliveries of 


on John Bolster’s Article 


somewhere around £30, whilst on 
the other hand it costs £21 merely 
to exchange a Ford 10, and one has, 
of course, to supply an old engine. 
Both these prices mentioned are for 
the bare engine, less such accessories 
as ignition system and carburetter, 
etc. From these figures it would 
seem that a new Ford 10 would cost 
at least as much as, if not more than, 
a Triumph 650 when complete, and 
gives a lower specific power output. 
The additional weight and cost of 
the radiator, etc., of a liquid cooling 
system must also count against the 
use of a liquid cooled engine. 
Mr. Bolster is undoubtedly right 
(Continued on page 809) 
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Technical and Otherwise 
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mentator’s own lap scoring chart, and any relevant lap 
times, to confirm his stop watches. Reasons for retire- 
ment ought to come up quickly, too. Immediately 
after the finish, the official result and speed should be 
produced. Some clubs provide virtually no informa- 
tion, and others take too long to relay it, but although 
the better organizations go far towards coping with the 
task, absolute success in all departments has yet to be 
achieved. 

Having arranged for the commentator, or team of 
commentators, to get all the news quickly, another 
problem has to be faced, and it can only be solved by 
the spectators. On the average circuit, the people “out 
in the country”, or on the back leg, feel somewhat cut 
off from the life and bustle of the starting area. It is 
thus essential for the scene to be briefly described. I 
have heard people, in grandstand seats, moaning be- 
cause the loudspeakers appeared to give out details that 
were absurdly obvious to them. is sheer selfish- 
ness, of the “blow you, Jack, I'm all right" school, and 
a little tolerance and imagination is all that is really 


By JOHN BOLSTER 


P.A. COMMENTARY 


ASTER almost every big motor-race the correspondence 
columns of AUToSPorT and its contemporaries, 
become filled with letters about the public address 
system and the commentators. Now, I would be the 
last person to interfere with the obvious pleasure that 
these letter writers obtain, but I do think that an 
intelligent examination of the problem would be help- 
ful. I must make it clear, straight away, that I am 
only a fairly experienced commentator, and far from 
being the most senior practitioner of that art. Never- 
theless, I do not think that the subject has yet been 
treated in a constructive manner, and so I propose to 
make a few remarks for what they are worth. 


Primary Objective Information, not Entertainment 

First of all it is necessary to define the object of the 
P.A. system. It is certainly not to provide entertain 
ment, for the cars and drivers do that. It is simply to 
give the public all the information available in a com- 
pact, clear form, and without monotony. This can 
only be done if the commentator has great motor-racing 
experience, and is ready to work extremely hard in 
preparing his material for each assignment. It is vital 
to learn the whole programme, and all the numbers, off 
by heart, for instance, though ‘where there is a long list 
of short races that may be all but impossible. Attend- 
ance at the practising is also indispensable, as is the 
study of cars and drivers in the paddock. If the com- 
mentator appears to have an easy, unforced style, that 
is because he has put in much labour beforehand, and 
cannot therefore be caught on the wrong foot. 

The man cannot send out accurate, up-to-the-minute 
news if the organizing club does not run an efficient 
information service for him. Before the race, starting 
grids, non-starters (with reasons), and changes of driver, 
should be on hand in plenty of time. During the 
event, if it is of more than a few laps, official positions 
should be given regularly to supplement the com- 


required. The same applies to the announcer at the 
back of the course, who must describe incidents that 
bore the neighbouring customers, for the benefit of the 
chaps near the start. 


No False Drama 

A commentator should never try to “hop up” a 
dreary race by bogus excitement, and if the cars are 
slow or the drivers unenterprising, he should not attemy 
to hide the fact. On the other hand, he ought certainly 
to “go to town” if thrills abound, for it gives spectators 
a severe let-down if the voice from the P.A. does not 
reflect the tempo of the struggle. 

Some people think that a race should be allowed to 
speak for itself, with no commentary during the actual 
event. I have had a great deal of correspondence from 
spectators, and I am certain that this is not the general 
view. The bulk of writers say that they want to con- 
centrate on the motoring, and leave the announcer to 
do their lap-scoring for them. Even during a five-lap 
sprint most people forget to count and they also want 
‘a fairly continuous race-reading, so that they can sort 
out the place men from cars that are being lapped. 

More serious is the complaint that some teams of 
announcers use the P.A. for what almost amounts to 
private conversations with each other. Unfortunately, 
some liaison is essential, and the fault arises because 
the organizers have failed to provide a separate “inter- 
com.” telephone. At temporary courses, one must 
expect to work with improvised arrangements, but the 
owners of permanent tracks would find that such an 
installation was worth the trifling cost. The system is 
found all too rarely, and so “‘internal” messages have 
to go over the P.A. microphone. 

A great deal of irritation has been caused by those 
speakers who cannot avoid making facetious, or would- 
be humorous, remarks. I think that a light and friendly 
style should be cultivated, but if overdone it can be 
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deadly. When I first started P.A. work, I was encour- 
aged to use a wisecracking approach. ‘Although I got 
a good “Press” for it, I soon toned down that aspect, 
for I felt that it would eventually pall. Occasionally 
I have been asked to revert to that method, but I shail 
never do so, My ideal now is to put across the infor- 
mation as clearly and concisely as possible, and then 
switch off until T again have something to say. 

A commentator who really does his job probably 
works far harder than any other official at a race 
meeting. The sheer nervous strain entailed in unerringly 
picking out the cars and drivers, with never a moment 
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to refer to a programme, is very great. He will 
probably finish his day’s work in a state bordering on 
exhaustion. Let us admit that there are lazy men who 
do not work hard enough at their preparation, and other 
people have attempted the task without first knowing 
motor-racing inside out. Generally, however, this 
highly skilled occupation is adequately performed. 

‘A good commentary demands the efficient collabora- 
tion of three elements. These are the race organizers, 
the commentator himself and his audience. If these all 
pull together, a valuable service will be maintained, and 
nobody need ask his neighbour, “what's going on?” 


A SnHortr Roap Test OF Tue A.C. Perire 


A Lively Three-Wheeler with 
over 60 M.P.G. Fuel Consumpti 


J my recent article on the Motor- 

eycle Show at Earls Court, I 
described the new A.C. Petite, and 
so I shall not repeat the full specifi- 
cation. Briefly, the 346 c.c. single- 
cylinder fan-cooled engine drives a 
Burman clutch and gearbox by triple 
vee-belts. From there the trans- 
mission is by a short chain to a 
differential, and two universally 
jointed shafts transmit the power to 
the independently sprung rear 
wheels, The engine, gearbox and 
differential are on ‘a sub-frame, 
which is suspended by rubber af 
three points. 

This collection of machinery lives 
in the tail of a three-wheeled car, 
the single front wheel and the two 
rear wheels all being on trailing 
arms, with helical springs and tele- 
scopic dampers. The aluminium- 
panelled 2/3-seater coupé body is 
integral with, and reinforces, the 
box-section cruciform-braced frame. 
A. surprising feature is the very 
large 12-volt battery, which fairly 
whirls the little engine round when 
the starter switch is pressed. 

From the driving seat, the all- 
round visibility is extremely good. 
One is at once struck by the very 
light steering, and driving could 
scarcely be simpler. An upward 
flick of the steering-column gear 
lever engages the next higher gear, 
and a downward motion selects a 
lower “cog”. The ratios are 6.01, 
11.12 and 23.25 to 1, and there is a 
reverse gear. A light glows on the 
dash when neutral has been found. 

The A.C. is remarkably quiet and 
smooth, while the flat-topped piston 
Villiers engine will pick up steadily 
from 10 m.ph. in top gear. The 
maximum speed is 40 m.ph., with 
an ultimate 45 m.p.h, under very 
favourable conditions; 25 m.p.h. can 


be attained on second gear. As the 
body is quite luxuriously appointed, 
it is not surprising that the total 
weight is 74 cwt. Naturally, this 
limits the acceleration with only 8.1 
b.h.p. available. 

‘The suspension is softer than that 
of most small cars, and irons out 
bad bumps and pot-holes in a 
remarkable manner. The rearward 
positioning of the engine evidently 
gives an advantageous weight distri- 
bution for this kind of chassis, since 
the stability is first class. Only the 
rear wheels have brakes, but as they 
carry the greater proportion of the 
load, the stopping distance is not 
noticeably longer than that of a four- 
wheel braked car. There is no 
spare wheel. 

It is easy to get in and out of the 


large doors, and there is plenty of , 


parcel space, which, with the light 


handling 


nd easy parking, makes 
this an ideal shopping car for ladies. 
Although many people will regard 
so small a vefficle as a second string, 
its silence and comfort ensure that 
quite long journeys can be under- 
taken without strain. I imagine that 
it would run particularly pleasantly 
in the summer with the roll-type 
roof fully opened. 

There is a great demand today 
for more economical cars, and with 
a fuel consumption of 60 to 70 
mpg. the A.C. Petite certainly 
satisfies this. While accepting a 
moderate performance, the makers 
have insisted on retaining all the 
other amenities of a large car, and 
the result is a charming and useful 
little machine. The price is £255, 
to which, unfortunately, £143 3s. 4d. 
P-T. must be added. 


JV. B. 


ae 
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BEST: Winner J. Lumley (Ford Special) 
‘on the icy slopes of Mill Close 1 


that day a little too wet and muddy, par- 
ticularly up in Section 12, for any hopes 
of a clean climb. However, Corbishley 
and Lumley both made valiant attempts, 
each geiting up to Section 11 

Ghost Quarry was icebound, and only 
one competitor succeeded in surmounting 
the ridge on Section 3. J. Lumley, 
driving ‘Gordon Mosby's! Ford Special, 
climbed the entire hill in a most 
leisurely manner, a marvellous perform- 
ance which probably won him the day 

That long, wet, grass climb, Parson's 
Precipice, was at its very stickiest, It 
could. be climbed, but only at a’ set 
throttle, letting the ear just tick its way 
up without stalling. “Cleans” here were 
managed by Coates, Lumley and Alldred, 
with near misses by Edward Harrison 
and Mrs. M. Wilde, 

Mill Close was divided into four 
separate short climbs, all difficult, and 


A WINTRY NORTH MIDLAND TRIAL 


J. Lumley Wins a Grand 
Event, Marred by Adverse 
Weather Conditions 


Joa and ice were the order of the day 
‘on Sunday, 7th December, when 2 
competitors gathered at the Devonshire 
Arms Hotel, Baslow, for the start of the 
North Midland M.C.’s Sporting Trial 
Conditions were such that observed 
sections normally tough were made 
utterly impossible, and others so difficult 
that no clean score sheets resulted, the 
event being won entirely on the hills. 
The first hill was Lover's Leap, and 
hardly had the first car arrived than three 
terrific detonations heralded local 
blasting, which sent one and all scur 
ing for cover. This over, it was quickly 
observed that conditions’ in the section 
were going to make things extremely 
Giffeult. "The water splash. before the 
observed section was much deeper, and 
the water was running faster than usual, 
Not only that, but it was misty, rain was 
pouring down, and the hill itself was 
icebound. 
jirst Up was Mike Beardshaw. who, 
with foot hard down and proceeding in 
‘one long slide, rushed the lower slopes 
and, to the amazement of all, shot over 
the ‘one in one summit with’ the car at 
least four feet in the air. Mike landed 
on all four wheels, minus a sump plug 
In all a most terrifying spectacle, and 
the section was quite correctly deemed 
dangerous and the finish altered to a 
lesser gradient. Few competitors climbed 
clean here, exceptions being Coates, 
Lumley, Jenkins and Corbishley. 
Hanging Flats, always a star hill, was 


NEXT BEST: (Above) N. H. Coates's 
front wheels assume an acuter angle than 
usual on Mill Close 2. 


NO GO: (Right) Tony Alldred spins to 
@ standstill ners aioe try at Mill 
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rendered even more so by ice and mud. 
‘They were situated in a quarry, the 
terrain of which was such that spectators 
spent more time involuntarily on their 
seats than on their feet. On one 
occasion your reporter, attempting a 
spectacular picture of Mrs. Bunty Wilde 
climbing an icebound slope at speed, 
lost his footing and ricocheted down the 
hill, on wet posterior, to meet her. A 
near impact was greeted with cries of 
“Oh, Frankie!” from an astonished lady 
driver, and a fine photograph of leaden 
skies resulted! 

On these sections, some of which were 
completely unclimbable, a fine afternoon's 
Sport was witnessed by quite a large 
crowd ‘of hardy spectators. Some very 
valiant attempts were made by “Bull at 
the Gate” Phillips, who was highest 
Section 3, and by N. H. Coates on 
Section ‘Other good efforts were 
made by Cyril Corbishley, E. Harrison, 
Beardshaw, Alldred and Wadsworth, 

Heartiest congratulations are due to 
the organizers, and to Cuth Harrison 
and Maurice Wilde, both of whom gave 
up their cars to others on this occasion! 
Indeed, if the whole trial could ee 
any adverse remark, it could only be o! 
the weather, and since profanity is 
barred, let’s leave it at that! 

PRANCIS PENN. 


OFFICIAL RESULTS 
Best Performer: J. Lumley (Ford Spl.), 
14 marks lost; 2, N. H. Coates, 21; 3, E. 


Harrison, 2 
Souvenir Awards: C. Corbishley, M. 
Beardshaw, T. Alldred, E. Wadsworth. 
Team Prize: North Midlanders: J. 
Lumley, E. Harrison, Mrs. M. Wilde. 


SHEFFIELD AND HALLAMSHIRE 
‘(CHRISTMAS TRIAL 
"Tanne its usual date, the Sunday be- 

fore Christmas, the Sheffield and 
Hallamshire M.C.’s Christmas Trial is 
due to happen this week-end, 
December, starting from the Peacock 
Hotel, Owler Bar, at 12 noon. It will be 
contested over a fully sporting course. 

Following the Trial comes: S. & H.s 
Christmas ‘Dinner and Party atthe 
Devonshire Arms, Baslow, commencing 
a6 pm. 

Three weeks later comes their Annual 
Dinner, to be held at the Grand Hotel, 
Sheffield, on 16th January. Tickets are 
18s. 6d. each, from H. Myers, Windrush, 
Kerwin Road, Dore, Sheffield. Distin- 

ished guests will include Raymond 

jaxter and Tan Appleyard. 


CUMBERLAND S.C.C. 
DINNER/DANCE 

‘Tre Annual Dinner/Dance of the 

‘Cumberland Sporting Car Club took 

jace at the Royal Oak, Keswick, on 

wursday, 11th December, and about 120 

members and friends sat down to dinner, 


with the guests of honour, Mr. and Mrs. 
David -Monerieff. ' After short 
speeches by the President—Philip Ram- 


baut—David Scott-Moncrieff and Com- 
petition (Secretary David ‘Smail, Aver 
‘Moncrieff presented the Trophies 

and awards. E 

The only event of the evening on 
wheels was a tricycle “wiggle-woggle”, 
won by G. W. Clark. Jack Reece gave 
& short one-man show on the financi 
‘Side of undertaking and his. inimitabl 
Portrayal of the man wearing an ill 
itting suit. 


"Tot: far-famed reputation of Mercedes- 
Benz for meticulous preparation and 
methodical race planning gained one 


more fillip with their 1-2 victory in the 
Pan-American Road Race in Mexico. 
It cannot be said, however, that a 


Mercedes win was a certainty before the 
race—far from it, for the Ferraris, three 
of them the new’ “Mexico” models with 
over a litr's advantage on the 300 SLs, 
were expected to pace, while 
the remarkable speed of the ultra-light 
23-litre Gordinis was a further potential 
stumbling block. 

‘As it turned out, one Gordini went 
out before the race was barely under 
way, and the second, after winning the 
first’ stage, was climinated by a startling 
crash; then Ascari’s Ferrari, strongest 
challenger with Villoresi's. ‘sister car, 
went out in a crash, and Villoresi him- 
self, following early ‘delays with ignition 
troubles, won stages 2, 3 and 4, then 
dropped out with transmission maiadies. 
That left the struggle between the valiant 
Giovanni Bracco in a 2.7-litre Ferrari 
and the Mercs. en masse 

Kling had finished third at cach of 
the first three stages; and by stage 4 la 
second to Bracco in race order, wi 
Lang and Fitch in the other Mercedes 
cars ever in the background. Team 
manager Herr Neubauer followed the 
race stage by stage with an aeroplane, 
and Jhon bis team og oes tometer as 

sistent tyre trouble, particularly on 

ing’s and Fitch's cafs,, would permit. 

Bracco kept his lead until stage 7, and 
was holding a margin of seven. minutes 
over, Kling when. his, transmission gave 
up the ghost, presenting the race on a 
Plate "to Mercedes. It was careful 
planning and control, which gained the 
victory, but also luck, as in any and 
every motor race. No one can credit 
ner with such “lence as to 
knew the Fe ‘would fail, but his 

licy of “wait and see”, and ‘in letting 
is Opponents. make the pace, “then 
crack up, brought a sweeping 1-2 suc- 
cess which is having a profound effect 
in North and South America. It is the 
same policy of thoroughness which has 
gained ‘the Unterturkheim ue in- 
numerable other race victories through 
the years. Nothing was left to chance; 
conditions of the course were studied in 

|, race planning was in progress a 
month beforehand, and depots with 
expert mechanics in attendance were 
established along the entire route. The 
Germans, in short, have again lived up 
to their reputation. 

Lest fears of an impending German 

iority in 1954 Formula races may 

jould be borne in mind that 

Mercedes-Benz have no 
‘motives, nor 


in the position solely of 


‘Nazi propa- 
ial Nazi 


of Thorough Preparation 


commercial concern out for markets; the 
same motive which actuates other manu- 


gallant British concerns who build and 
race cars under the handicap of limited 
finance and lack of official encourage- 
ment. “ 

It is reported that the Mercedes vic- 
tory at Le Mans resulted in an order of 
300 cars in New York alone; their latest 
victory cannot fail to have equal effects 
on sales—and every Mercedes-Benz. sold 
abroad means one less potential British 
sale. It is a hard fact that money—and 
& sufficiency of money alone—can en- 
sure racing success, and when effects of 
Success are so far-reaching, a bigger 
British effort becomes more’ and more 
essential. 

‘The organization of the Pan-American 
race itself was as remarkable as that of 
the winning équipe. Competitors were 
sent off slickly and punctually at every 
control, while the information service 
was unsurpassed. Throughout Mexico 
radio stations gave out the race positions 
of every runner at regular half-hourly 


intervals; enormous crowds gathered at 
every siage, and innumerable cars. fol- 
lowed in the wake of the competitors. 


The finishing point of the race, Ciudad 
Juarez, was inundated by thousands of 
Visitors from El Paso, U.S. town across 
the border, and from ali over Mexico. 
‘There is no doubt that the Carrera Pan 
Ayericana has” become | the | major 
fexican sporting event of the year. 

Major sensation of the Touring-Car 
ca was the speed and reliability 
of the ‘new Lincolns, which filled first 
four places. These were carefully pre- 

red by Cay Smith, who also prepared 
Troy Ruttman’s. Indianapolis “winning 
car this year. He was co-driver in the 
winning “car with Chuck Sievenson, 
whose average of over 90 m.ph. betiers 
Piero Taruff’s winning speed last year 
of 88.2 mph. 

Tarufi himself did not drive in. the 
Ferrari team after all, this year, but took 
‘over an ile ‘entry in which he 
finished 1ith after troubles in the early 
‘stages of the race. 

Lancia Aurelias put up an im- 
Brestive show, for although _ Felice 

metto. went ‘out early on, 

deflating tyre caused him ‘to’slide out 
‘wards on a turn, into a ditch, Magliol 
fourth place with a 2-litre car was a fine 
demonstration. The supercharging of 
the engines ensured maximum power at 
all altitudes, a vital factor in a race of 


Mercedes-Benz. are already making 
arrangements to participate in the 195. 
race, when, Neubauer states, the tyre 
troubles which afflicted the cars this year 
will “have been ied, and other 
Problems encountered set right. Ferrari 
will hardly be expected to allow his 
failure this year to. pass without a 
further attempt, at feinsiation one ‘can 
mut hope that nt marques 
will meet substantial British opposition 
in 1953. 
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THE B.R.D.C. 


the Duke of Edinburgh and Earl Howe listen attentively 
to Stirling Moss as he delivers his short speech after receiving the 
Gold Star for 1952 


A 


spectacular fireworks display outside the 


Festival Hall represented the badge of the 


B.R.DC., with the figures 1927, 1952. 


SILVER JUBILEE 


The British Racing Drivers’ Club Celebrates its 25th Anniversary with a Spectacular 
Banquet and Ball at the Royal Festival Hall, Honoured by the Presence of H.R.H. the 


N Friday, 12th December, the 
Royal Festival Hall, London, 
was the scene of the Silver Jubilee 
Banquet and Ball of the British 
Racing Drivers’ Club. This great 
occasion was made even more 
memorable by the presence of 
H.R.H. the Duke of Edinburgh, 
President-in-Chief of the Club. 

The foyer of the Festival Hall was 
transformed for the occasion; large- 
size replicas of the B.R.D.C. Gold 
Stars were placed at strategic points, 
International motor racing flags 
were suspended from ceilings and a 
profusion of flowers was used for 
decoration. 

During dinner, music was supplied 
by the orchestra of the Coldstream 
Guards; the stirring notes of the 2nd 
Battalion Scots Guards pipers were 
also heard. As befitting the dignity 


(Below) Mr, and Mrs. 


David Brown and H.R. 
Prince Chula Chakrabongse of Thailand. 


Duke of Edinburgh 


of the occasion, fanfares were 
sounded at intervals by trumpeters 
of the Coldstream Guards. 


After H.R.H. the Duke 


of 


Edinburgh had given the loyal toast, 
“The 


Club” “was proposed by 
Hadelin de Liedekerke- 
President of the Auto- 
mobile Club of France, who spoke 
in excellent lish. The President- 
in-Chief replied. His Royal High- 
ness congratulated the B.R.D.C. on 
its achievements during its 25 years 
of life, and paid tribute to the 
prowess of its members. He also 
added that, whilst motor racing may 
not directly sell. motor-cars, it did 
provide a valuable shop-window 


“The Guests” 


was proposed by 
Earl_ Howe, President of the 
B.R.D.C... who humorously re- 
marked that his instructions were to 


(Below) 


Mr. 


“buck up—and shut 
Lordship welcomed the _ several 
notabilities from abroad who were 
present. The response was by Mr. 
T. Blackburn, of London Express 
Newspapers, Ltd. During _ the 
course of a brief speech, Mr. Black- 
burn gave out the splendid news 
that the Daily Express had pre- 
sented the B.R.D.C. with £5,000 for 
its funds. He congratulated the 
Club on work in respect of 
Silverstone, and specifically men- 
tioned the enterprise. of Mr. 
Desmond Scannell, the Secretary 
Stirling Moss was then called to 
the top table to receive the Gold 
Star for 1952, from H.R.H. the 
Duke of Edinburgh. Moss, looking 
very self-possessed, made 4 telling 
little speech in which he said that 
he was fortunate to be able to gain 
(Continued on page 794) 


up!” His 


its 


Frank Allsopp and party 
and Mrs. John Morgan. 


and Mr. 


‘h, Mr, Harold Smets, Mr 
nd Miss B 


hn Newton, Mr. and’ Mrs. 
ind Mr. B. E. Bradnack 


i 
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‘The B.R.D.C. Silver Jubilee—continued 
the honour, and that it might have 
been a very different result had 
Mike Hawthorn not had his acci- 
dent at Modena. 

‘After dinner the ballroom was 
cleared for dancing to superb music 
supplied by Edmundo Ros and his 
Rumba Band, and Van Straten and 
his Orchestra. 

Then followed an all-star cabaret 
introduced by W. E. (Billy) Cotton, 
featuring Leslie Robert's Television 
Toppers, Agnette and Silvio, Jo, Jac 
and Joni, Peter Ustinov and Jimmy 
Edwards. It was a great pity that 
the P.A. arrangements supplied by 
the L.C.C. were not up to the usual 
motor-racing standard. 

‘The Trade chipped in with many 


gifts, and each guest was the 
recipient of a large box containing 
several interesting novelties. 
the early” hours, nearly 
1,000 bacon-and-egg “breakfasts” 
were served, and it was well after 
3 a.m. before the last cars and taxis 
had rolled out of the big car-parks. 
It was altogether an occasion 
which will not be readily forgotten 
by all who were fortunate enough 
to be present. The B.R.D.C. Enter- 
tainments Committee, comprising 
Dr. J. D. Benjafield, H. D. Parker, 
V. L. Seyd, R. L. Walkerley, W. M. 
Couper, J.’ L. Sableford and D. J. 
Scannell, can congratulate itself on 
successfully putting over one of the 
major social functions of British 
motoring sport. 
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Amongst the many notabilities 


Ribeiro-Ferreira, Mynheer Van 
Haaren (Royal Dutch A.C.), Mr. 
Wilfrid _ Andrews .C.), Mr. 


Mr. 
David Brown, Mr. W. Lyons, Lord 


Chesham, jumphrey “Cook, 
Count Lurani, Signor F. Cortese, 
Lieut. - Goldie” Gardner, 


Major - General Goodfellow, the 
Hon. E. Greenall, the Hon. Gerald 
Lascelles, Baron P. S. T. Pirquet, 
Lord Selsdon, Sir Ronald Stewart, 
Mr. Whitney Straight, Sir B. Tangye, 
Major Victor Boin (Royal Belgian 
A.C) and practically every British 
racing driver of note. 


A NOTABLE PUBLICATION 


B.R.D.C. History from 1927 to 1952 in Silver Jubilee Book 


Tres British Racing Drivers’ Club 
Silver Jubilee Book is a volume 
that will be much sought after by 
enthusiasts. Written, produced and 
illustrated by members, it gives the 
complete history of the B.R.D.C. 
from the time of its inception in 
1927 up to the present day. 

Its 215 ies contain man} 
interesting tales, facts and 
and the contributors read like a list 
of Who's Who in British motor 
racing. The photographs, of which 
there are many, include’ first-class 
action studies, from Brooklands 
days to modern Silverstone events, 
together with a varied selection of 
the leading races in this sountry and 
abroad during the past 

Much has” happened since Dr. 
J. D. Benjafield gave those carly 
in which led to the formation 


of the Club. First race organized 
by the BRD.C. was the “S00 
Miles", at Brooklands on 12th 
Ootober, The organization 
became the British Racing Drivers’ 
Club, Ltd., on 23rd July, 1931, the 


Humphrey Cook and C. G. Coe. 
Not long afterwards H.R.H. the Duke 
‘of Kent consented to become Presi- 
dent-in-Chief—the first time a Royal 
Duke had taken a personal interest 
in motoring sport. Harry Edwards, 
who had been connected with the 
Club since its early days, resigned 
the secretaryship in 1936 to take 
over duties with the Road Racing 
Club to organize events at Crystal 


Palace. Desmond Scannell was then 
appointed Secretary, an office which 
he has held ever since. 

The B.R.DC. can rightly be 
described as an exclusive organiza- 
tion, and full membership is granted 
only to those, who, in the view of 
the Committee, fully qualify as 


Were introduced for 
the 1929 season’ and the first drivers 
to be given awards of merit were 


ing), and _S. C. H. Davis (road- 
racing). Bira was formerly the only 
member to be awarded a Gold Star 
three years in st ion (1936, 1937 
and 1938), but this achievement has 
just been equalled by Stirling Moss 
(i950. 1951 and 1952). Notable 
drivers who also gained Gold Stars 
were Sir Henry Birkin, Kaye Don, 
Woolf Barnato, Brian Lewis, Norman 
Black, G. E. T. Eyston, R. T. 
Horton, Lord Howe, E. R. Hall, 

W. Dixon, C. J. P. Dodson, John 
Conv, Olver Bertrame TE Rose 
Richards, E. W. W. Pacey, A. T. 
“Goldie” Gardner, Dick Seaman, 
Tan Connell, Johnny Wakefield, Reg 
Pamell, Peter Whitehead and’ Bob 


erard. 

Only 2,500 copies of this most 
interesting book have been printed, 
and are available to members and 
friends at 64s. post free, beautifully 
bound, with green leather backing. 
Application for numbered copies 
should be made to B.R.D.C., c/o 
George Falkner & Sons, Ltd., The 
Trafford Press, Empress Street, 
Manchester. 


GETTING READY 
FROM, Hialy comes news of the 

latest 24-litre Ferrari which has 
recently been tested by Mike Haw- 
thorn at Modena—the only driver 
so far to carry out official tests. 
This machine, apart from an entirely 
new exhaust system (not stubs), is 
very similar in appearance to the 
F2 car, but is, of course, very much 
faster." Enzo Ferrari is confident 
that it will prove to be even quicker 
than the V-12 Fl, shite car. 
Hawthorn will definitely drive one 
of the 24-litre cars in the Formule 
Libre races in South America. 

Hans Stuck is also at Modena, 
trying out Rudi Fischer's Ferrari F2 
car which he and Rudolf Schoeller 
have acquired from Ecurie Espadon. 
Stuck did a best lap of 1 min. 15 
secs., and handed over to Hawthorn, 
who ‘turned in I min. 9 secs.! 

Stuck intends to install one of the 


new Maserati “six” motors in his 
AFM chassis for 1953 F2 racing. 
Hans TANNER. 
* . * 


WEST COUNTRY RACING 
"Tt Davidstow Joint Racing Com- 
mittee, on which are represented 
the Plymouth M.C. and the Corn- 
wall Vintage C.C., announce that 
provisional dates for race meetings 
at Davidstow airfield, North Corn- 
wall, are Whit. Monday and ist 
August, 1953. In addition to the 
usual, sports-car classes, there will 
be F3 and special Jaguar XK 120 
events, Potential competitors are 
asked to communicate as soon as 
possible with L. B. Fredman, 91 
Efford Road, Higher Compton, 
Plymouth, in order that some ad- 
vance indication of the likely amount 
of support these classes will receive, 
can be determined. 
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PROVING IT PROPERLY 


The New Humber Super Snipe is in the Headlines with a Remarkable 


15 Countries 


TS, the, 014 days, a non-stop run of, 
say, from London to Edinburgh 
was considered a fairly stiff test for 
a motor-car. Nowadays, manu- 
facturers think in terms of major 
international rallies and — trans- 
continental affairs to prove the 
reliability of their new models 

The 15 countries in five days run 
by Stirling Moss, Leslie Johnson, 
John Cutts and David Humphrey, 
in the new 4-litre, o.h.v. Humber 
Super Snipe, was thought to be most 
ambitious. ‘Confident as were the 
crew of achieving this, winter con- 
ditions of ice and snow made many 
people believe that the Rootes 
Group had perhaps bitten off a little 
more than it could chew. Moss 
and Co. confounded everyone, not 
only by doing precisely what they 
had set out to do, but taking nearly 
a whole day off their schedule. 


Their 3,280 miles trip was accom- 
plished in a minute under 90 hours 
fine tribute to the skill of the 
and to the capabilities of the 
latest high-performance Humber. 
In a speech at Devonshire House 
after the crew had returned to 
England, Leslie Johnson paid ‘ribute 
to the ‘organization, or “Rootes 
Umbrella” as he described it, with- 
out whose help the trip would have 
been most difficult to undertake. 
He also expressed wonder how Moss 
managed to keep the car on the road 
at speeds which, to the ordinary 
driver, would be absolutely impos- 
sible—on the slippery surfaces ex- 
perienced. Johnson also remarked 
that it was not until well past the 


THE CAR: A perfectly standard produc- 
tion Humber Super Snipe was used in 
both cases. 


n 90 Hours Run and a New London-Cape Town Record 


half-distance mark that Cutts an- 
nounced the intention to cut the 
original five days to four days! 

During this performance, another 
similar car was being driven from 
London to Cape Town in an en- 
deavour to lower the existing record 
of over 21 days for the trip, held by 
George Hinchliffe in a ‘Hillman 
Minx. Hinchliffe, accompanied by 
R. Walshaw and C. Longman, 
smashed his own record by over 
eight days, doing the journey in 13 
days, 9 hours, 6 minutes. As in the 
case of the “15 Countries” car, 
Hinchliffe and his crew, on at least 
one occasion, covered’ over 1,200 
miles in 24 hours. 

The crews of both these fine cars 
are to be congratulated on their 
really excellent performances, which 
augur well for the future of the 
latest Rootes product. 
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PROVING IT F 


COLD TODAY: Moss poses for an “arty-crafty” | 


The London to Ca 
Town route taken by 
Hinchliffe and his 


) David Humphre 
John Cutts and Le 


LONDON: Leslie Johnson being congratulated by Sir William 
Rootes at Devonshire House, after making a speech on behalf 
of the crew 


2ER SNIP 


| - SLI 
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SOPERLY—continued 


NOT NOW WE AREN'T: (Above) The crew arriving at the 
Portuguese-Spanish frontier town of Villar Formoso. 


ure with the Super Snipe somewhere in Scandinavia. 


ONE BEARD: (Above) George Hinchliffe and his co- 


P OFFICt 
drivers R. Walshaw and Charles Longman, Being wished 


WIRELE 

‘Bon Voyage” by Mr. Lloyd-Dixon at Devonshire 

House, before the start of the London-Cape Town run 

THREE BEARDS: (Below) The crew, tired but happy 

at Cape Town after setting up a new record of 13 days, 
9 hours, 6 minutes 
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Corre 


EFERENCE your Editorial on Protests, the machinery taid 

‘down in G.C.Rs for dealing with protesis enables them 
to be dealt with “on the spot”, as requested in your Editorial 
(Rule No. 184-c), by an independent body, the Stewards of 
the Meeting, with the RAC. Steward (if any) acting as 
chairman. : 

‘The suggestion in the editorial was for “an” umpire and 
no right of appeal, whereas I consider the present system is 
fairer, since the protest is judged by several men who then 
arrive at their decision by votng (Rule No. 186), and there 
remains @ right of appeal. 

‘Your editorial infers that the organizers themselves 
adjudicate on the protests, but this is incorrect as a steward 
of the mecting must not be one of the organizers (Rule No. 
149). 


R. EMERSON TAVENER. 
BouRNEMOUTH, 


A Really Cheap Small Car 
DDvnina the past months I have been a regular reader of 
Autosport and I have noticed several articles and many 
letters concerning the rising need for a smail vehicle. — 
‘Amongst the letters there have been several suggestions for 
cars: well, everybody has his or her own idea but I think 
that we should leave the designing to the sensible fellow that 
produces the car. However here are two points I would like 


-wheelers most 
igo and I think 


CARLISLE, f. 2 2 


Likes the Scottish News 

‘AY I say how pleasant it is to 
Me sect Autoarony every week. T 
am now not the only one here to 
await its arrival with eagerness, as it 
has been one of the means of 
spreading the light amongst many of 
my fellow airmen, and in fact, I am 
well down in the queue to read it 
every week-end. 

Ai home, in Edinburgh, where 
some of my friends manage to buy 
their own copies, the articles on the 
Scottish gables, rasing, and. ia fact 
anythi are very popular. 

Please. carry on with the. good 
work, and include even the smaller 
bits of stable news, which are manna 
to we exiles up here. 

L.A.C. RicHarD H. ROBERTSON. 
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pondence 


‘The “Gloucester"—Old and New 


(M2** readers will no doubt recall that particular “Glou- 
cester” which started from the Spider's Web on the 
Watford By-Pass in 1936; also the breakfast call at the 
“Plough”, Cheltenham, and the rest of a very enjoyable event, 
including’ Juniper, Middle Drag, Kineton—I don't recall 
Breakheart that year—but anyway, a good 
by all. "Yes, of course, it was the “Selling Plate” Gloucester, 
when ‘the North-West’ London (now London Motor Club) 
inserted a clause in the regs. which I think compelled the 
recipient of a major award to offer his car for sale at 
the ‘catalogue price. The idea was to preclude some of the 
“Works” teams from competing which, in fact, it succeeded in 
joing. 

Now we don't really have happy events like that today. 
Every event seems to entail a fair amount of bickering and 
argument from someone or other regarding someone else's car 
‘or equipment or tyres or tight axle or else, And why? Not 

use competition itself is keener, but because there is the 
question of qualifying for the Championship or obtaining 
marks for the B.T.D.A. star. We have known some of our 
leading competitors become virtually physical wrecks by the 
end of the year with worry alone! 

J would like to see two main changes in the sport to. put 
matters right. 

Firstly, cut out the B.T.D.A. “Star” and stop the present 
method Of qualifying for the Championship, Nobody wants 


it 

Secondly, let's go back to long-distance trials like the 
“Gloucester” mentioned above for classic events. it start 
if you like in two or three places, like London, Birmingham 
and Torquay, according to where the entries come from. It 
will stop the present-day circus events. Cars will have to be 
reliable and really roadworthy, run on ordinary pump fuel 
and have reasonable weather protection. Tight axles and the 
like would not work. In fact all the points we want will 
‘come back automatically without regulations and a lot of the 
troubles will disappear for similar reasons, 

Some of the present entrants will not enter, I am told, I 
will admit that entries will suffer perhaps at first, but a new 
type of entrant will appear before very long—the man with 
‘only one car which he has to use on the road as well—and 
he cannot stand a chance against the present stripped-down 
devices running without dynamos, proper cooling, using 
Methanol and so on, to perform their little tricks. 

We can still enjoy the “Half-Day Sporting” types of event 
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15 Countries_‘\: 
in 90 hours 
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ENDURANCE, RELIABILITY AND SPEED OF . re 
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In a dash across Europe, a new HUMBER 
SUPER SNIPE, straight off the production line, 
has proved its qualities of absolute reliability, 
rugged stamina and dynamic powér. Driven 
by British racing drivers Stirling Moss and 


Leslie Johnson through 15 covntries n mil- 
winter, through blizzards, over snow and 
ice-covered roads and six m:jcr mountain 
passes, it achieved this 3,280 mile journey 
in 3 days 18 hours. 


An unprecedented performance .. . 


BLAZING A TRAIL INTO A NEWERA OF FINER MOTORING 
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CHRISTMAS CUP TRIAL 


All Sorts and Sizes in West Hants and Dorset 
€.C. Event, won by W. A. Walters (M.G.) 


West Hants and Dorset Car Club 
can generally be relied upon to put 
on an event to suit types of 
enthusiasts, and last Sunday's Christmas 
Cup was no exception. A good entry 
of 43 was received, and there were only 
a couple of non-siarters. The weather 
held fine, and a winiry sun shone down 
from a ‘cloudless sky. The morning 
frost soon thawed, and the afternoon 
observed sections dried out. 

Promptly at 10.30 a.m. the first car 
left the starting point, the St. Leonards 
Hotel, near Ringwood, where a goodly 
gathering filled the capacious bar. A 
sign said “You name the drink—we 
have it which seemed a promising start 
to the day! 

‘The morning run consisted of a maj 
reading route, with half a dozen chee 
points, and competitors had to maintain 
an easy average speed. However, as 
some people's map reading appeared to 
be a little hazy, a certain amount of 
dicing was noticed in places, Your 
scribe observed the morning's affair 
from ja. rather cunning check point 
named Carlisle Close, after the marshai 
in charge, and it was interesting to sce 
how various people were faring. Some 
arrived at speed, in clouds of mud and 
water, leaping from their cars in breath- 
Jess manner, to sign on. Others arrived 
leisurely, like Harry Jesty, winner of the 
closed ciass, and had time to chat with 
the marshals before signing on. Peter 
Cooper stopped some 100 yards from 
the check and studied his map, then 

he had ‘plenty 

20 find that his clock had 
le then departed much 
er than he had come. Arthur 
allock appeared to have a little dif- 
culty in finding the correct approach, 
and his Ford § saloon was seen to be 
‘coming across the heath, in a series of 
leaps and bounds, finally arriving in a 
cloud of steam from. the exhaust system, 
Guy Hole’s 1925 Renault tourer ap- 
peared across the skyline, going at a 
tremendous pace, and overshot the 


turning point, and finally arrived amid 
much merriment. The final word was 
spoken by the local farmer, who gazed 
long at the proceedings, and finally re- 
marked, in a voice that carried loudly 
across the still morning air, * Well, there 
be some crazy folk about ‘this morning, 
all right!” 

The morning section ended, competi- 
tors wended their way back to the St. 
Leonards Hotel, where the lunch break 
was arranged. “This gave everyone the 
opportunity of comparing notes, and 
many were the stories of dicing that 
were told! The only casualty appeared 
to be No. 13, who met a non-competitor 
‘on an ice-covered blind bend, though 
damage was confined to the cars only. 

The afternoon run consisted of a 
number of observed sections, and_an 
acceleration and braking test. This 
latter was held on a downhill gradient, 


Autosport, DECEMBER 19, 1952 


with a loose surface and a right-hand 
bend. The modern types heeled well 
over here and drifted outwards in_spec- 
tacular fashion. Lt.-Col. H. C. O"Hara- 
Moore took the bend at high speed with 
his immaculate Brisiol, drifted too far 
out, and, in a flash, the car spun round, 
leaving the road and missing a large 
‘oak tree by inches. Other people found 
the tree had a certain attraction, though 
nobody made contact. 


The sections observed by the writer 
were Maicham’s and Sheen Hill. |The 
former was of a peaty, slippery nature, 
but had dried well out by the afiarnoan, 
Competitors had a short run at the 
gradient, which caused. several cars to 
become ‘airborne on a large hump, and 
made the photographer leap rapidfy into 
the bushes on several occasions. Poole’s 
Vintage Belsize made 2 good effort, but 
failed just before the top. Langdon, 
travelling fast and holding his gear in 
with one hand, temporarily lost control 
and took to the undergrowth, with the 
photographer about a fifth of a second 
in front of him! Mallock'’s Ford saloon 
fairly hurled itself upwards, the engine 
screaming, while Colvin's 4#-litre Invicta 


OLD HELPS NEW: The mechanical tyre 

pump on Hole's 1925 Renault comes in 

‘useful to inflate the rear tyres of Dr. 
Marie Kelleher's Sunbeam-Talbot, 


OLD MAKES GOOD: (Left) B. Poole’s 
tourer climbin Matcham's. 
assisted by hearty "bouncing on the 
passenger's part. 

Glimbed effortlessly, seeming to have 
Galimited power. Gaya lefthand-drive 
Peugeot made 1 good climb here. An 
excellent vintage climb was that of 
Granes Learrancis' two-seater, which 
was most confident, ‘J Macklin ‘spent 
host of his time airborne with the’ bl 
Ford V8 saloon. and went up at high 
speed. he Aey LS orcaesee ban 
Tearing « atte Ge wodlion caps whic 
Caused much good-humoured comment! 

Cooper's Special _made light of the 
hill, as did McDona'’s M.G., Miss 
Moore’s Singer and the majestic old 
Repautt 

From Matcham’s we made our way, 


(Continued on page 807) 
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Here ia a car that solves the problem of exciting the sports motorist Features include . 


as well aa delighting his family. This comfortable and good- aon 


looking M.G. saloon never demure at crauting in 


town traffic: nor, on the other hand, does it shy at 75 m.ph. Adjustable, direct acting, 
rack and pinion type stecring 


pleasing watnut 


‘on the open road. And how it takes the hills ! 


A race-winn 


1g engine and a handsome : Finastigshes bet ee 


saloon body combine to make it the 


family car with @ sporting heart. 


< + COWLEY + OXFORD 
ration House, 80 Piccadilly, W.1 
‘and 41 Piccadilly, London, W-1 


THE M.G. CAR COMPANY LIMITED - 
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NEWS rrom 
me CLUBS 


HRTEM 


for inclusion in this section. 
would like you to regard this in the 


nature of a weekly Club Magazine, 
‘anda speedy way of informing your 
members as to future happenings. 


SEVERN VALLEY SPORTING 
HALF-DAY 
‘Tru Severn Valley M.C, held a Sporting 
Half-day on 7th December at Church 


Stretton. It started off with a long 
driving test (incorporating several tests) 
held. in the ample driveway” of The 


Sandford Hotel. "This was followed by 
a 40-mile Regularity Run, over_moun- 
tainous roads in the Church Stretton 
area. The finish was at The Sandford 
Hotel, where after a motoring quiz, 40 
competitors and friends enjoyed’ an 
excellent dinner, 
RESULTS 

1, M, Pugh (Morris Minor); 2, R. D. 

Phillips; 3, A. Westwood (TC 'M'G.). 


FIRST RELEASE OF SHELL LE 
MANS FILM 


Apvexse weather conditions did not 

Prevent a large attendance at the 
Mercedes-Benz Club’s Film Show on 
2%h November, when the recently 
Feleased Shell-Mex film of the 1952 Le 
Mans 24-Hour Race had its first Club 
showing at the Kings Arms Hotel, 
Hampton Court. 

This film merits praise for the high 
artistic quality of its production and 
should prove to be one of the best 
motoring films of the year. - 

very aspect of the race is portrayed, 
from the massed start to the final RSs 
when fate prevented the heroic Talbot 
driver Levegh from winning. Scenes of 


SUNSHINE IN HER EYES: Novel handicap 
experienced by Miss Anita Newell (M.G.) durin 
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ber event 
the hill-climb section 


in the Connacht M.C:'s recent Winter Trial. 


human emotion rarely seen at close 
quarters by spectators can be appreciated 
in full via the medium of this film. The 
tragic disappointment of Pierre Levegh 
ts he leaves his car is followed by t 
tense realization of victory in the Mer 
cedes pits, with team manager Neubauer 
reaching for the first place signal card. 
‘A. supporting programme of the 
Gordon-Bennett race films was also 
shown in tribute to the memory of the 
heroes of the early days of road racing. 
‘A vote of thanks to Messrs. Shell-Mex 
and George Monkhouse was proposed 
by Vice-President D. Scott-Moncrieff. 


SHEFFIELD AND HALLAMSHIRE 


Mc. 
S the Sheffield and Hallamshire M.C.’s 
Christmas Trial takes place on 2ist 

December—the day following the 

RAC. Championship—the organizers 

would’ welcome participation by any 

Northern drivers who may be members 

of the club. 


JOY COOKE WINS SHROPSHIRE RALLY 


* MBS. 20¥ cooke (Ford Anglia), with 
John Dorsett as navigator, won the 
150 miles Shropshire Saloon Car Rally, 
held on 7th December and organized by 
the Hagley and District L.C.C. The only 
other competitor to complete the course 
Without loss of marks was Bill Cox (Sun- 
beam-Talbot). Even such a doughty 
rally driver as Len Shaw (M.G.) lost 
marks on a very tight section. 


The final result depended on the 
garaging and reversing tests when Joy 
managed to pip her rival for best times. 


Held in the Clee Hills area, the roads 
were mainly covered in snow and 
slush, with patches of ice to make 
things even more hazardous. 

Run in conjunction with the rally 
was a trial, comprising 14 sections in a 
45-miles course. Many of the hills were 


extremely difficult, and the event was 
won by H. B. Woodall (Ford). 
RESULTS 
Shropshire Rally 


Marsh Cup (Best Performance): Mrs. 
Joy Cooke (Ford Anglia). 


ipoftummersup: J. W. Cox (Sunbeam-Tal- 
ot) 

First Class Award: J. Marsh (Riley). 
Second Class Award: Miss Pat White 
(Morris Six). 


Trial 
Whittingham Cup (Best Performance): 
H._B. Woodall (Ford), 49 marks lost. 
First Class Awards: Alastair Baring 
(@ellow); A. E. Marsh (Dellow). 
Second Class Awards: Ray Merrick 
(Atkinson); J. Deeley (Cranford). 


B.A.R.C. (S.W.) DINNER/DANC 

we B.A.R.C. (SW. Centre) Annual 

Dinner/Dance will be held at the 
Polygon Hotel, Southampton, on 14th 
January, and a’ number of distinguished 
guests will be invited. Tickets, price one 
guinea, can be obtained from Mrs. 
Hayard, 61 Portsmouth Road, Woolston, 
Southam; 

At a recent committee meeting Dr. 
R. V. Havard was unanimously elected 
Chairman of the Centre, in succession 
to Dr. Grimston 


S.0.D.C, FILMS 
WOSE members of the Sporting Owner 
Drivers’ Club who attended the Film 

Show, at the London Gliding Club, 
Dunstable, on Wednesday, 3rd _Decem- 
ber, had an ideal opportunity to improve 
their hill-climbing technique when they 
discovered that the sharp ascent to the 
club house was completely covered with 
ice, Much wheelspin and pushing en- 
sued, but eventually nearly 50 members 
and friends gathered in the lounge to 
watch an entertaining programme of 
films loaned by Esso. 

yale Club's next film show will be in 

january. 


EAST ANGLIAN “ANNUAL” 
Annual Dinner and Dance of the 
East Anglian Motor Club held at the 
George Hotel, Colchester, on Friday, 
Sth December, proved. very’ enjoyable. 
The Vice-President, H. E. Kingsman, 
was in the chair. The Guesis of Honour 
were W. J. Drake, T.D., J.P. the chair- 
man of the Thames Estuary Automobile 
Club, and Mrs, Drake, who later very 
Kindly presented the Awards for the past 
‘After dinner several amusing speeches 
were made, by Mr. Drake in proposing 
the Club and Mr. Hynard replying, Mr. 
Kingsman proposing the Guests and Mr. 
Faithful replying. The floor was cleared 
and dancing went on till 1 a.m. 
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LOUGHBOROUGH COLLEGE 
NIGHT RALLY 
HE organizers could not have picked 

& more testing night for this year's 
Loughborough College M.C’s Rally 
The sky was mainly clear, but roads for 
the most part were covered in ice and in 
one or two places there were patches 
of fog. The start was at 11 pm. in 
Loughborough and competitors were 
despatched at two-minute intervals to 
commence their journey to the first check 
‘on the other side of Ashbourne. This 
first section was really a sort of warm. 
ing up lap, but how warming up was not 
realized until trying to locate check two 
which had been so cunningly placed that 
most people took a new road, made after 
the maps had been printed. 

Some disorganization ensued, and be- 
fore long the traffic density’ became 
unbearable, so one crew at least, that of 
Club Chairman, J. V. Skirrow,” decided 
to their cost to press on to the main 
check at Buxton, saying to themselves 
4s they went, “that must have been the 
check but the marshal has failed to 
reach it.” ‘They were wrong, and in pro- 
test. their Frazer-Nash promptly dis- 
carded its second gear chain. 

At Buxton competitors were subjected 
to a width-judging test from a range of 
25 yards, and afterwards released for a 
Period to imbibe hot coffee and other 

verages. It was here the Frazer-Nash 
crew were presented with their missin; 
links by'a “ravelling ‘marshal who. had 
retrieved them from the road. In the 
test, Goddard Watts. showed that he 
knows the width of his Land Rover to 
an accuracy of 24 inches, and was heard 
to declare that he had just been down a 
hill backwards while still in forward 
gear, 

Shortly after leaving the Buxton check 
there was a timed ascent of a short hill, 
Where the two fastest cars were Richard 
Utley's Dellow and Peter Wing's Mayes 
Special; several other spirited ascents 
were made, but most drivers were dogged 
by wheelspin, “Mike Manning in a Mor- 
ris Minor had great difficulty in getting 
off the starting line. There followed 
two more checks near Tideswell and 
Hope and then the route card section be- 


led over some very questionable 
roads round Buxton, eventually leading 
to a check at Hollinsclough. Over this 
section a secret. check was installed, 
which took its debit of marks. The final 
check before the finish was near Cheadle 
in Staffordshire, 

The Rally as a whole was a most 
exacting and enjoyable event and con- 
gratulations are due to the award win- 
hers, and to the organizers and marshals, 
especially Brian Jennings, who planned 
the course. 


RESULTS 

Best Performance: A. B. Longden 
(Rover 12), 16 marks lost. 

Dr. D. P. Harris Cup: 
Plucker (M.G. TC), 20, 

FirstClass Award: 
(MG: K3), 364. 

Second Class Award: J. W. Harrison 
(Austin 7), 43. 


‘Third Class Award: H. R. W. Hughes 
(Standard 8), 43. 


GOL 


W. A. Matthew 


LOUGHBOROUGH. WINNERS 


N.LE.CC. FILMS 
we Green Man, Edgware, was the 
venue for a Club meeting on Tues. 
day, 9th December, when Rivers-Flet- 
cher brought along some films which 
concerned not only his own racing with 
the Magnette and the Bugatti, but also 
some of the N.LECC. evenis of this 

He had with him David Yiend and 
Tony Hitchcock, club members of his 
éqisipe, who, at the conclusion. of the 
films, became sitting targets in front of 
the audience for questions. 


Rover 12, after winning the LCM. 
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Arthur Longden, Joe Poole, and the 
Night Rally 


Of the N.L-E.C.C. events depicted, the 
Speed Trials at Ramsgate and the Driv- 
ing Tests at Whelpley Hill presented 
some excellent shots, whilst it was in- 
deed a pleasure to sit in warmth and 
comfort and watch the unfortunates 
getting drenched to the skin in the 
Club's. Point-to-Point. 

29th December the Shell Films, 
“Le Mans, 1952”, “Looking Ahead” and 
“Brands Hatch”, will be shown at the 
Black Bull, 1446 High Road, Whetstone, 
N20. 


“AUTOSPORT” DIRECTORY OF THE CLUBS—25 


Cambridge 
University 


Automobile 
Club 


(Founded 1904) 


President: F. J. Dykes. 


‘Open to: Past and Present Members of Cambridge University, 
Caters for: Motor sport generally, except trials, with the emphasis on 


Principal Events: Closed Invitation Lent Term Rally (S00 miles, 24 hours), 


February. 


Speed Trial (usually held at Bottisham), March. 
Closed Michaelmas Term Rally (200 miles, novices’ event), November, 


Headquarters: The Rose, Rose Crescent, Cambridge. 
Meetings: Every Monday in term time, 8.30 pm. 


Bulletin: Takes the form of a letter 
beginning of each term. 


Whether associated with R.A.C.: No. 


to ACU.) 


circulated to all veteran members at the 


(Recognised by R.A.C. and affiliated 


Approximate Membership: 100 resident, 150 veteran members. 


Prominent Past and Present Members: Tony Crook; George Eyston; Guy 
Gale; Raymond Mays; Dennis Poore; Dick Seaman; Pat Stark: J. R. 
‘Stoop: Whitney Straight; Eric Thompson; Amherst Villiers; Rob Walker: 


Peter Whitehead, 


Annual Subscription and Entry Fee: No Entry Fee. 


‘Annual Subscription: Resident Members, £1. 


Veteran Members, Ss. 


Hon. Secretary: C. H. Threlfall, Caius College, Cambridge, and The Quarry, 


Pedmore, 


Stourbridge, Wores. Telephone: Stourbridge 5605. 


eS 
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News from the Clubs—continued 


PUBLIC SCHOOLS’ M.C. 
NOVEMBER RALLY 
‘Tit: date—23rd November; the place— 
‘The Volunteer, Epping; the event— 
the Public Schdols" Motoring Club 
November Rally (closed permit). At 
irst of 25 entries moved 


swollen a little since the course had 

been laid, and at these points the rally 

seemed to have more of an amphibious 

nature than a road event. 

‘The average speed over the rally 
for ‘compulsory stops was a 

le over 28 mph.; not excessive, but 


‘The driving tests were held on an open 
stretch of heathland outside Ipswich. It 
‘was here that there were many surprises, 
as some of the more ful cars 
received defeat at the hands of the 
lighter entries. M. J. Allen in a_pre- 
wat Mortis 8 tourer won the timed 
event, demonstrating all too clearly that 
the uninterrupted vision his special rear 
window provided was invaluable in such 
@ test. (All competitors in open cars 
were obliged to undergo the driving tests 
with their hoods up.) 

The route led from Ipswich to Col- 
chester, and on to an hotel just outside, 


petitors to have tea by a roaring fire, 
‘thaw ‘out a little and continue to, the 
final point. By this time it was dark, 
the thermometer dropping. and the roads 
getting a little ice on them. At_last, 
the end. and the drive of the Chase 
Hotel, Ingatestone, was crammed with 
mud-spattered cars. Inside the Hotel 
the competitors relaxed while the tire- 
less organizers wrangled with control 
cards, sorting out the times and tabulat- 
ing furiously that they might have the 
provisional results ready before all went 
in to sup. - 

The results, and on time, too, were 
delivered by the Secretary of the’ Mect- 
ing, D. R. Wilkinson, who, with Mr. 
E. D. Stannard, had organized the event. 
First, irrespective of class, was R. H. 
Lambert in his Ford Consul; 2, J. A. 
Young (Jaguar XK_ 120); 3, equal, M. F. 
Ellis (1936 Vauxhall 14) and’ LJ. 
Morgan (Austin A70) In the driving 
tests at Ipswich W. B. Allen (lowett 
Javelin) was placed first. M. F. Ellis's 
Performance in coming third " finall 
secured for him the Annual Rally Chal- 
lenge Cup of the Club after a series of 
excellent performances during the last 
year. 


ies 
SS.C.C, DINNER/DANCE 
GUsscow Central Hotel was a_very 
cheery place to be in last Friday 
evening when the SS.C.C. were in the 
throes of their annual shindig. Speech- 
making was conspicuous by its brevity 
and main contribution was the cheerful 
chatter of Chairman John Stenhouse. 
‘Awards were duly presented by John’s 
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and a welcoming remark for each 
recipient in the long list that showed 
what a fine job the Club makes of foster- 
Ing the sport, in Scotland. 

john Melvin almost filled the back 
of his Sunbeam-Talbot with silverware, 
while Sheila and Hartley Whyte were 
very popular winners of the Scott 
Trophy for the best performances by a 
husband and wife. Kilted Ron Flock- 
hart was the evening's Fastest Scot, but 
let us Know it was only with, a motor- 
car. Ian Hopper lacked the glamour of 
Highland dress but sported a bow tie 
in the colours of his old school. Said 
school he assured us was Gartnavel— 
‘a well-known asylum, Well, lan should 
know, shouldn't he? 

To attract the attention of the sports- 
car type Alan Smith had brought along 
4 1902 Albion dog cart, which was on 
display “in the reception room, | but 
although everyone, was in jolly mood by 
the time the evening ended I'm glad to 
say they were all content with their own 
motor-cars and refused to trade even for 
a vehicle of such magnificent vintage. 


ANF. 


SUNBAC FILM SHOW 


1onr, 19th December, Sunbac are 
holding a Film Show at the Chamber 
of Commerce, Sutton Coldfield, com- 


jore Trophy Trial. There will be 
no charge for this show, but accommoda- 
tion is limited, and late-comers may have 


where a compulsory stop enabled com- 


wife, Peggy, who found a pleasant smile to stand. 


THE Northern sports 
and RACING car 
specialists 


BEAKES buy, sell, and repair 
Racing and Sports-cars. Write 
for list and quotations. 


J. BLAKE & C€O., LTD. 


110 BOLD STREET, LIVERPOOL 


ROYAL 6622. "Grams: “Autocar, Liverpool” 


The M.C.C. “classic” events have always been 
noted for the large entries they attract, thereby 
proving their popularity. 

Membership is increasing rapidly—again proving 
the popularity of the M.C.C. type of event, which 
cannot be had elsewhere. 

Every competitor has a chance of gaining a First 
Class Award no matter what performances are put 
up by other competitors. 

Join now and have a full season of good all- 
round competition motoring. 


SUBSCRIPTION 
Motorcycles : 30/- plus 10/- entrance fee. 
Cars = 40/- plus 10/- entrance fee. 


NEXT EVENTS 
Exeter Trial (January 2nd/3rd, 1953). (Entries 
have closed at 325. Programme 1/- post free.) 
Land's End Trial (April 3rd/4th, 1953). (Regu 
lations will be ready at end of January.) 
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SW. MG. A.G.M. 
Annual General Meeting was held 
‘on 6th December at the Ship Hotel, 
Alveston, Glos. Roger White-Smith, 
the centre’s Secretary since the war, 
resigned owing to pressure of business, 
and the present Assistant Secretary, Dr. 
M. D. King, The Fosse Way, Stow-on- 
the-Wold, Gios, was elected to the Sec- 
retaryship. 
Captain M. R. G. Llewelyn ex; 
the centre's thanks to Roger e- 
Smith for all his hard work and enthusi- 
asm which has made it so successful, and 
welcomed him to the post of Vice- 
Chairman. A discussion then took place 
About. future plans until the bar. was 
declared open! There followed a buffet- 
supper and dance to which the 60 mem- 
bers present lent themselves very merrily. 
The evening was concluded by the 
annual prize-giving and presentations to 
Mr. and Mrs. Roger White-Smith. 


MID-CHESHIRE C.C. 
POINT-TO-POINT 
Qriciac. results of the Mid-Cheshire 

‘Club's Autumn Point-to-Point show 

P. B, Birt, first, with a loss of six 

Dawson and R. William- 

id third. Winning team 

was the Warrington and District CC. 

threesome, comprising A. C. Metcalf, © 
Shallcross’ and A, Cowham, 


RESULTS: 

Best Performance: 1, A. P. B. Birt; 2, 
R. Dawson; 3, R. Williamson; 4, C 
Shallcross; 5, R. Gunnery and J. D. 

+7, A. C, Metcalf; 8, A. Cowham 
and G. Murray, 


WELSH COUNTIES TRIAL 
POSTPONED 


‘Te Welsh Counties C.C.’s Macleod 

Trial, due to have been held 
on 7th December, was postponed owing 
to the very bad’ conditions on several 
sections. 

‘Snow drifts up to 10 feet covered four 
of the sections, but spectators and com- 
petitors were not disappointed as a spot 
‘of impromptu fun was had on the only 
two snow-free section: 

Frazer-Nash, Morris Cowley, Ford 
and Austin Specials and two. J2-type 
MGs prevented onlookers from feeling 
the cold as they were kept busy hauls 
the ‘cars out of the deep snow-mud 
mixture, 


(CHELTENHAM WINTER TRIAL 
A “osep-to-cus Winter Trial is be- 
ing held by the Cheltenham MC. on 
4th January, over an under 30-miles 
course. Start will be at 1.30 pm. from 
Draper's Farm, Mill Lane. Cheltenham. 
Secretary of jecting is W. Dem- 
bowski, to whom entries must be sent, 
to arrive by Wednesday, 31st December. 


EPPING FOREST FILM SHOW 
OX Thursday, Ist January, the Epping 

Forest Motorsport Association will 
be holding a Film Show at St. Mary's 
Hall, High Road, Loughton, Essex. The 
Programme will include the new Shell- 
‘Mex colour film of the 1952 Le Mans 
race, also “Looking Ahead”, featuring 
the 'G-Type E.R.A. and the Owen 
Organization B.R.M. ‘films. 

ie show begins at 7.30 p.m, admis- 
sion is free, and all visitors are welcome. 
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A “LEAF” CLUB 
JT has been decided to form a Lea- 
Francis Owners’ Club with a view 


to bringing owners of these cars together 
ial_and competitive events. 


for soci 


P. G. Thompson, at 2! 
New Malden, Surrey. 
JERSEY TRIAL 
Jersey M.C. and LCC. are hold- 

ing a New Year Trial on 28th 
December, starting from the St. John’s 
Hotel, St. Helier, provisionally 
am, 


CUMBERLAND S.C.C. “SOCIAL” 
OX. 21st December the Cumberland 

Sporting C.C. are holding a Social 
Rally, to round their season off before 
Christmas. 


(Christmas Cup Trial 
—contiriued from page 802 


via various by-roads and tracks through 


the New Forest, to the last section, 
Sheen Hill. This was approached down 
@ steep track, throu; heath, and 


one driver was heard to remark, in an 
incredulous tone, “Do I have to go 
down there?” 

The hill was fairly long, 
a loose pate Ce 
Proximity 10.n large and re, 
End ending with a tricky right-hand turn: 
which was covered in decp sand. This 
built up under the front axle, and most 
cars slid outwards here. ‘The exceptions 
were Gray's Peugeot, which climbed 
clean but smote ti inside bank a re- 
sounding blow with the front wing. and 
& certain competitor who, after being 
told to Kespto. the left of the oe fan 
Up-at a highspeed, went to the Fight 
and lea up the bank, reaching 
goodly altitude, and finally bounced 
into the road, whereupon he remarked, 
in a slightly ‘shaken voice: “You did 
say keep left, didn't you?” 

‘A Ford Consul dug itself in here, 
and required the united efforts of a 
dozen marshals to move it. Macklin 
had a terrific front wheel slide on the 
corner, and climbed up the outside bank. 
McDona was confident in his M.G., 
Mallock was. fast, the Ford never 
being in a straight line all the way up. 
Cooper's Ford Special made light of the 


hill, while Cr 's Lea-Francis never 
looked like i re Renae tou 
rumbled majestically upwards, th 
age ground clearance making light of 
the deep sand, and sailed over the top 
amid loud cheers from the onlookers. 
From this final hill the field made its 
way to the “As You Like It” Club on 
the Ringwood-Fordingbridge road, where 
tea was caten to the strains of a band 


pulling the results were announced, 

the event finally came to an end 

approximately 5 pam. A most 

‘rial, held in beautiful count 

organized in the efficient mar 

we have come to associate with 

Hants and Dorset Car Club, ‘ 
A. HoLLister, 


PROVISIONAL RESULTS 

Christmas Cup (Best Performance of 

Day): W. A. Walters (M.G.) (Navigator, 
Mrs. E. Walters), 

‘Coronet Cup (Best Performance | by 
Car in opposite class): HR. Josty (Hill 
man Minx) (Navigator, M. Eyre). 

First Class Awards: Major A. M. R. 
Mallock (Ford); SR. Southcombe 
(Sunbeam-Talbot); J. “Hamilton-Stutt 
(Triumph); J. Macklin (Ford. V8). 

‘Second Class Awards: H. G. Robertson 
(MG); Miss M. J. Moore (Singer); 
RW. Edwards (Hillman); D. A. S. 
Colvin (Invicta). 


Compare our prices with others on today’s 

market and see for yourself. We deal in vintage, continental 
and sports-cars—ears with character. 

enthusiasts and aim to keep a stock of really interesting 

cars for other enthusiasts to choose from, so come along 


and see for yourself. 
EVER 


ee ARS) Ok 


We are 


BARGAIN A T— 


selmmediate hire purchase terms and insurance can be arranged for cars of any age. 


70 cars under one roof at our new headquarters— 


Vintage 


Other members of our group -— 
Queen's Gate Mews, Gloucester Road, South Kensington 
‘Telephone : WESter 5522 
Specialists in repairing vintage, continental and sports-cars, 
189/195 Pavilion Road, Sloane Street, Koighubridge, 5.W.1 
Telephone : SLOsne 6326. 

Specialists solely in Riley cars, 


66 London Road Tooting 


MiTcham 3951 
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News from the Clubs—continued 


LONDON M.C. DINNER/DANCE 
Some 400 members and guests were 
> present at the London M.C.’s annual 
dinner /dance at the Park Lane Hotel, 
London, on 9th December. Maurice 
Wick and his aides certainly put plenty 
of work into what turned out to be a 
first-rate affair in every way. Of the 
People due to accept the season's awards 
from Mrs. Eleanor Allard, no less than 
42 were present which, although it would 
seem to constitute some sort of record, 
tended to cause these proceedings to be 
somewhat drawn out. 


Walkerley proposed “The Club”, and he 
was replied to by Godlrey Imhof. 

‘An enjoyab’e feature was the demon- 
stration of square dancing by the Butlin 
team. Guests later joined in, led by the 
team-members. Lola Grounds won the 
Mobo Bronco race, in which a cer ain 
well-known journalist was disqualified in 
‘one of the heats for using a non-standard 
transmission, His protest, not accom- 
anied by the usual £1 fec, was turned 
lown by the umpire. Lola's nearest 
rival was Jim Appleton whose handling 
‘of the Mobo told of long nursery ex- 

Cuth Harrison and ‘Tony 
‘achieved spectacular crashes. 


CITROEN C.C. ROSETTE RALLY 


N¢ detailed report of the Citrotn C.C.'s 
Rosette Rally on Ist/2nd November 


has been published as yet, and we cull 

the ig information ‘on this event 

yy om the Hants and Berks 
.C. Bulletin. 


Fears that the Rally would begin with 
a road race were happily unfounded. 
Needless to say, each competitor had his 
own idea of the best interpretation of the 
formula on which the telegraphic section 
was based. One competitor motored 

Devon and clocked up 274 miles w! 
another decided that a run of 23 miles 
was adequate. Average speeds varied 


from 20 upwards, most being about 35. 
‘On completion of the telegraphic section, 
competitors had to embark on three 


further sections, each of which started 
and finished at the same control. 

‘The night trial section on the Chilterns 
map required 13 points to be visited in 


COMING ATTRACTIONS 

December 20th. R.A.C. Champion- 
ship Trial, Gandale Moor, York- 
shire. Start, Angel’ Hotel, 
Catterick, 9 am. 

December 2st. 750 M.C. Wrotham 
‘Cup Trial. Start, Spring Tavern, 
Wrotham Heath, Kent. 

Sheffield and  Hallamshire MC. 
Christmas Trial, Derbyshire. Start, 
Peacock Hotel, Owler Bar, York: 
shire, 12 noon. 

East Anglian M.C. Driving Tests, 
Halstead. 

December 22nd/30th, (Excluding 
25th, 28th December), B.R.D.C. 
Motor Racing Exhibition, Stratton 
House, Piccadilly, W.1. 

8 pan. daily. 

December 26th. M.G.C.C. Cecil 
Kimber Trophy Trial. Start, Mile 
3 Road House, Bristol-Bridgwater 


10 am, 10 


December 28th. Jersey M.C. and 
LCC. New Year Trial. Start, St. 
John's Hotel, St. Helier. 


four hours; at each point, not more than 
10 yards from a road, might be found 
the name of a car i 


in this section was 10 points visited, 
while casualties included one Standard 
8 which took to the air in Burnham 
Beeches. Competitors set their own 
average in the regularity test which had 
undisclosed time controls cunningly 
placed at points on the 60-mile route of 
Perfect main road, farm tracks, one deep 
ford and tortuous lanes. 

The Bank Holiday section required 
competi marshal, for 
the speci 
‘with penalties for using A roads, crossing 
A roads, and using the same road on 
outward’ and return journeys. Chief 
casualties were within sight’ of | the 
marshal on Marlborough Downs where 
several got hopelessly in an effort 
not to incur penalties. On the whole a 
well organized event and a successful 
‘experiment. 

Best performance was put up by 
Douglas Johns, and was J. A. 
Higginson, both of the Hants and Berks 

Results of the Rally were published in 
our 14th November issue. 
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THE WROTHAM CUP TRIAL 
750 M.C.’s Invitation Trial for the 
Wrotham Cup takes place this Sun- 
day, 2Ist December, starting at noon 
from the Sf Tavern on Wrotham 
Heath, Kent. The course is over about 
15 miles, and a special spectators’ route 
sheet has been issued, which guides 
would-be watchers to sections at 
Crooked Chimneys and Michael's 
Mount, Cannon Street, the Special Test, 
Old Soar 1, 2 and 3, and Soar More. 


N. LONDON ENTHUSIASTS’ 
‘CHRISTMAS RUN 


ON, 14th December the North London 

Enthusiasts’ C.C. held a Christmas 
Trial, more in the nature of a run, from 
Whelpley Hill, Bucks, to Beaconsfield, 
over a distance of 30 miles. 

Saloons were given a bonus of five 
marks, with one extra for every passen- 
ger carried. There were 30 entries in 
this closed event, First prize (two 
chickens!) was won by R. G. Jones in 
an M.G. Magnette. 

‘The Run was followed by a Christmas 
Dinner and Party at Beaconsfield. 


RESULTS 


Best Performance: R. G. Jones (M.G.), 

First Class Awards: A. Rivers-Fletcher 
Gaguar); A. T. Young (M.G.); G. G. 
Lilley (M.G. 

Second Class Awards: D. Mayston 
(Alvis); M. F. Ault (M.G.); C. C. Fore- 


‘Thames Estuary A.C—Chrigmas Party, 19h 
‘December Queeas Hotel. Westel, Bb. 
ILT.D.A.—Annual_Dinner, 20th December, Scoteb 
‘Corner Havel. Catterick, Yorks Calter RLA.C. 

Grampionship Teal) 

D.C.—Mectings. | 20h December, Cross 
Hands Hotel, Old Sodbury, Glos. 730. Bim, 
and White Hone Hotel, ‘Chilgrove,” Sussex, 736 
Dim. 
2ird_ December, Old Talbot Hotel, Ripley. 
Surrey. 


70 Mc. 
‘December. 


apts kM, 0 
eR, Ta HB al 


Adler, C.C—Children’s | Christmas Party: 21s 
‘Geveiber’ Alrmen's Rest, Raby Lane, Lelees 


West Eiex M.C—Caristmas Party, 22d December. 


GALLAY 


RADIATORS 
x FUEL TANKS 


eee & OILCOOLERS | 
problems | 
fe have been used successfully | 
for many years 
ReGrechind vale mode 
GALLAY LTD. | vanage ms 
SCRUBS LANE - WILLESDEN - LONDON - N-W-I0 Seokt aalen eae 
sociated with DELANEY GALLAY LTD 


dese se 


engines 


343 Staines Road - 


SALES & SERVICE 


TOULMIN MOTORS 


+k MOST COMPRENENSIYE STOCK OF H.G. SPARES IN THE COUNTRY 
2 Ney Busch onsles, @ New gockers 
carriers all 


‘models. @ Our 
‘seal. 


‘al models fom stock. @ 
‘Dynamos, starters anid ‘ll 
vallable” 


Middlesex 


atce 
for ait 
"aso 


Hounslow - 
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CHILTERN C.C. FILMS 
On ‘Thursday, 11th December, the Chil- 
tern C.C. held their first Film Show 
of the Winter Season, 
ims. were present jess, 
Wayne V._M Lid, and 
featured the Redex series of films to- 
gether with two Abbott and ‘Costello 
comedies th own in for the less technical 
minded members of the club. 
‘The Secre ny. of the club announced 
two other provisional film shows, one in 
January, presented by Redes,” and one 


rs and Co., 


in Maich, showing the latest films. 
FALKIRK AND DISTRICT MC. 


ANNUAL DINNER AND PRIZE- 
GIVING 

informal and highly enjoyable 

was the annual dinner of Falkirk and 

District M. 


t Bill Smith, a fo-mer 
"500" merchant. ‘That redoubtable 
Dellow type, Peter Goodall, was the 
most overburdened man of the evening, 


and Faith has already laid in a stock 
of metal polish to do justice to the many 
trophies which he collected. Not far 
behind was Jack Hally, who harvested 
a fine crop of closed-car awards. 
Naturally the various award winners 
were subjected to a barrage of comment 
and it would appear that there are a lot 
of heroes round Falkirk way. Chief 
contributor to the barrage was Bill 
Henderson—whose pictures 30 often 
adorn these pages—but instead of click- 
ing the shutter of a camera he was 
making low noises with hooters and 
whistles which were much relished by the 
company. ANF. 


W. ESSEX MEETINGS 
ON 10th December, 150 members of the 

‘West Essex Car Club attended a film 
show given by the Shell Film unit whi 
included “Le Mans, 1952” and “Looking 
Ahead”. 

For ‘the Club's Night Navigation 
Mystery Run SO members started from 
the Royal Oak, High Beech, Essex, and 
had to cover a 38-mile route through 
Essex in two hours. This was the first 
map reading run the club had organized 
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and proved a very tough course with no 

from the ice on the roads. 

jo entry finished with a clean sheet 
as the results show, and only 30 of the 
entrants completed the course. The 
event was staged to give members-a 
taste of what to expect on the all-night 
Navigation Rally to be held in February. 

RESULTS 

Saloon Class: R. McTurk (Ford 
Prefect), 67 marks lost; 2, J. V. Lewis 
(Rileyy, 70. 

‘Open Class: R. Randall (M.G.), 175, 

‘one award for the open 
class owing to insufficient entries, 

The W.E.CC, Christmas Party is to 
be held at the Club Room on Monday, 
22nd December, at 8 pm. Members 
and their friends are invited to come 
along and join in the fun and games. 

WARWICKSHIRE FROLIC 

Sunday, 18th January, the Midlands 

Motoring Enthusiasts’ Club are hold- 

ing an event of novel type in the shay 
of a Warwickshire Frolic, involving 
use of Ordnance Survey'1 in, Popular 
map, sheet 131. This is a closed-to-club 
“do”, with entries closing on 8th 
January. 


A Really Cheap Small Car 

—continued from page 787 
when he states that the cheapest 
form of engine in small sizes is an 
air-cooled single-cylinder two stroke, 
but we must point out that these 
engines are only economical up to 
about 250 cc., past which size the 
specific power output drops off 
below the economical point. 

We are well aware that when any 
discussion of two-stroke cars arises, 
somebody will invariably mention 
the DKW as being a shining ex- 
ample of what a two-stroke car can 
do. What these people do not men- 
tion, however, is the fact that the 
DKW engine was a two-cylinder 
water-cooled unit which was expen- 
sive to manufacture, and repair 
costs were very high. Against the 
DKW we should like to draw atten- 
tion to the Lloyd. This vehicle was 
a 650 c.c., air-cooled two-stroke 
twin, and far from being quiet, 
economical transport, was noisy, 
rather slow, uncomfortable and ex- 
tremely ugly to look at. 

Perhaps it may be regarded as 
significant that the 398 c.c. twin- 
cylinder two-stroke engined Cham- 
pion, a picture of which appears 
with Bolster’s article, is now out of 
production. We must also remember 
that the famous Scott, of which one 
speaks with awe, was far from cheap 
and is now only a beautiful memory. 

Mr. Bolster dozs not like motor- 
cycle engines because he thinks they 
are inferior to units designed for the 
job of propelling a complete car. 
Whilst the torque and power curves 


are different, we would remind him 
that it is a common sight to see a 
650 c.c. motor-cycle happily pu'ling 
an enormous chair, fully laden, 
which in itself is nearly as big as a 
small car. Even with this chair, it 
will still better 65 m.p.h. and ap- 
proach 60 m.p.g. All this is in 
spite of a poor aerodynamic form of 
a loaded combination. 

As for the “. . . intolerably fi 
quent recourse to the gear lever . . 
we would draw your attention to the 
constant appearance in Road Test 
Reports of the statement that “in- 
telligent use of the gearbox is 
necessary to achieve the test 
performance". In any case, if you 
are considering a cheap car, you 
must be prepared to make some 
efforts. 

Chain drive also comes under fire 
from Mr. Bolster cae grounds | 

juent adjustment an 

oF shore He, This may be true of 
exposed chains but when efficien'ly 
shielded in a good oil-bath case, 
they perform most creditably both 
as primary chains for motor-cycles 
and also for camshaft drives for 
many famous makes of cars. The 
chain is also generally accented to 
be the most efficient method of 
transmitting power as well as being 
the lightest and cheapest. This does 
not mean that we wish to advocate 
the use of chains in our economy car 
but that we do not like to see this 
transmission being too badly 
maligned. 

We should now like to shoot down 
Mr. Bolster on the subject of his 


“Half-a-Ford”. He wishes to manu- 
facture a Mechanite crankshaft and 
then build up a composite engine 
round it. Why on earth fool around 
making a crankshaft for a vertical 
‘twin engine when all that is needed 
is a short crankpin running be ween 
two fly-wheels or bob weights? Mr. 
Bolster will surely know how a 
vertical twin is constructed. y 
case, to keep the power curve exactly 
the same would mean running the 
pistons one up and one down. Can 
you imagine the resultant vibration 
with the engine running “bang, 
bang, quiet, quiet” over the four 
strokes? The engine mountings for 
this engine would have to be very 
easily replaceable. 

In addition to the above, why be 
satisfied with a mere 15 b.hup. 
586 c.c., when 34 b.h.p. is obtain- 
able from 650 c.c. of existing well- 
tried engines. After slaughtering his 
motor, we will now. offer. the pro- 
verbial olive branch to Mr. Belster, 
and agree with him that both shape 
and construction would be of prime 
importance. With the engine and 
transmission at the same end, we 
prefer the rear, a good aerodynamic 
form should be easily procurable 
and in our opinion, 70 m.p.h. plus, 
should be easily reached without 
much difficulty. 

We must reiterate the importance 
of quantity production as it is ob- 
vious that no small-scale manufac- 
turer could ever make this car to be 
what we really require, that is a 
small cheap and efficient motor 
vehicle. 
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CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISEMENTS 


PRESS TIME: 
TUESDAY 10 a.m. 
Tel: PADdington 7671-2 


‘CARS FOR SALE 


ALLARD 
ICHARDS AND CARR, alwayy best valve. 
Ring, “write or call, for latest list of "rapidly 


hanging stock. 
Bpikinacrion ‘Street, London, SW.1. SLOane 


EE te Pires Set mes 


‘Paddington. 3983: 
- ATALANTA 
TP WTRE ATALANTA stor 2 
tive “ear in” Meuallichrome Botie Green, ek 
‘client technical specification Tocludes Lt. les, 
Tn Lockheed takes, ctx, 
aod Beak me. Lao 
‘Waverley. Moor Lane, Gt. 


AUSTIN 

AUSTIN § decanter open wourer, 6,000 miles onty 

i enuine Tecotoned. cei 

"heady etc. Exchange 

for’ Dellow, cash sdjustment-108 shield Rout, 

Han Green, iteminghar, 28. 

ULSTER AUSTIN, ‘many modifications, excen- 

ional condition whrowshout) €1s0.— Richards 
RxVesooices arsaic: Some Bem Pm 


Very attrac- 


‘Spetd Six prop. sbalt, 3930 Spllee 
back Sate, af-inre Haitahats’ and sire: serve 
Four pew Spced Six brake drums, brakes Btied 


WAT 
MAYFAIR GARAGES LTD, iovte you to napect 
the finest selection of guaraniced wed and recon 
ddloned FIATS. im. the cout probabiy in the 
Soria), Ummediate fair 


Barnron’Avendc. Edimbarah. 
1950 SARCID Sivernoce HEALEY, rod, 


JAGUAR 
XK 22 JAGUAR. 1951. “Low mitre. Perfor 
Condition, "All works modifeations. Over 


Koy mileage. 41.2807" The Grove, Flnchicy. 


1951 siete, None mecitcations iacasion 


JOWEIT 
JOWETT JAVELIN forsale, Highest offer — 
‘Rina Posklinaton 2137. 
£150 OF ot, JOWETT speci, acarly £200 

Spent. recently, BU available, in Super 
condition, Smashing looker, hard top or open, spare 
Canine, seatbor, etc, soct like a Somb—Puller, 
Finca aa 


ENTHUSIASTS CAR. KY chaste ted besutful 
leseater saloon body, acing EN.V. gearbox, 
Eiccwon crams, 16" im. reac wheel. twin spares” 
or cachanses— Cutts Garage, Frome. ‘Phove 
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MORAN, #/4 Otc soar pars stockins sr. 


ee Roy, 
Ponand Street 4, PaNenan 7235 7733. 
ripen 

" “ae ang enue sores 


RACING-CARS 
JPUREWELL MOTORS, racing snd sport-car 
specialists, offer the following: 1952 1.8.9. car, 


ever raced, ess engine and gearbox: the. original 
‘wine 


MERCURY 


OFFER 


£318 M.G. TA 1037 in euperb condition, 
leaning req celiuions teesnciuoved engine, 
Sew hood. loose covers. dual horas, "in 
sboughia. luggage carer 

£285 M.G. TA 1098 in red. new hood and 
screras, luggage 916, extelient Car 

1198 1937 AUSTIN 7 NIPFY, 200cter, 19 
Exceptional condition, speedy engine,, 
Spotlees car, 

1148 1934 M.G. PA, 2e0cter, nice runner, 
{11S 1034 MG. Magnette, t2ecter, nice 
Sarr new hood. 


Ail obtainable on our security hire 


purchase, insuring your payments 
‘gcinet unemployment or sickness. 


SELECTION OF OVER A DOZEN GooD 

CARS TO CHOOSE FROM AT PRICES 

‘YOU CAN AFFORD, ALL IN EXCELLENT 

CONDITION, FITTED WITH PERFECT 

‘BATTERIES, TYRES AND ALL-WEATHER 

EQUIPMENT, AND GUARANTECD FOR 
‘THREE MONTHS. 


Mouns 8.7 WEEKDAYS 
101 SUNDAYS TOR INSPECTION 
MERCURY MOTORS 
UNIVERSE HOUSE, 
824-826 HARROW ROAD, 
WEMBLEY. MIDDLESEX. 


Phone: WEMBLEY 6059.9 
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RILEY 18 bp. YB Adelphi Saloon, 

‘excellent all-round condition, tee. July 1937, com- 

Dletely overhauled ang tuned by expert, will exceed 
mph. 


£200 oF near offer. 
Take any ef o¢ van part exchange. 
‘MEDDINGS, 
“Raymond House”, Ombersley, Worcs. 
"Tel: Ombersiey 296, 


JBROOKUANDS RILEY Special, belived fina 


ono. Exchange.” RILEY Tf-iltre. Adciphi 1936, 
sion. conaiign, £195 0.2.0--10 Sx, Jobn's Road, 


Hove, Sussex. 35903, 
tcey FALCON 12/4 1935, excellent order, £100 
this year, £130—Farie, Officer” 
Mest KAP, Newon 

1933 RILEY Nise’ Monaco, raming oer. 


EB2H RILEY imo, eboreds 7.75:1 C3 
gran, ec. 1,600 since, dymamo rewound, 
‘excellent tyres, National Service “man ‘needs taloon: 
Nou, 31 Church Street, Rusby 2609, 

SINGER 
10.4. D/H. coure 1936, 


Lis, new 
battery, spare engine. £133.—Briahion 
53254 eveninex’ 


DSL Gk, sexoER Rowaoer,« AR. To 

Ooh eum Rover 22 ins 

ties andi eats Seat Ie 

sat! aie ne Cee 

EERE te der aie 

Socieeces Ee 
SPECIALS 


AUSTIN Seven. Tulals special, reconditioned 
Urrouuhout. 647101. — arm 
Herstmonceus, Hallsham, Suse. 


AUTOMOBILIA 


Offers cars to suit all 
RACING 


RR, C. Walker's famous 

DELAGE. 
SPORTING 

Guy Gale's famous DARRACQ LAGO. 

SPECIAL. See "MotorSport". June 1951. 

RR. C. Walker's Type 135 SPECIAL 

DELAHAYE 


TOURING 

1948 Hotchkiss Grard Sport saloon, 
beautiful car in excellent condition, 
genuine offers please. 

1951 Citroen Light 15, pale green, 
11,000 miles only, £850 
1947 Citroon Light 15, grey, fitted radio, 
beautiful condition, £495 
1951 (Oct.) Ford Anglia fitted 10h.p. 
‘engine, under 10,000 miles. £480 
1947 Hillman Minx saloon in excellent 
condition, engine overhauled. £365 


Type ERA 


AUTOMOBILIA LTD. 
Pippbrook Garage, 
Dorking, Surrey. 

Dorking 3891 


IZONDAPP Speed close ratio searbor, complete 
© wien state rive. Shorld, be of interest 10 

Te. cuibusiasts—complete—brand new. £17. 
ASo Secondhand 


Feeons "36, inte enaive, steering. 
Er eeaor. the, and a body, ood, 


sil 


WALLY CUFF otters hic welinown riatecar, 
MOE PBs aeaainn Plrmouth 


‘Oifen Wellare. Ashiord, Midge. 3857" 


PERFORMANCE CARS 


THE sports-car PEOPLE 


‘Select trom thelr stock of over 100 sportscars 


1934 Alta Romeo 2.6 s/c Carlton count .. £98 
19S1 Allard 32 Ardun Head, 4,000 miles .. £795 
1948 Allard GIK roadster... 5. EMS. 
1999 Ave Speed 25 VDP tourer... E478. 
1937 Alvis Speed 25 sportsman's saloon .. £268 
1938 Alvis Silver Crest d/h, new hood .. C198 
1948 Armstrong Siddeley Hurricane d/h. coune £448 
1934 Austin Greyhound sports cus 
1927 Bentley 6}-ite tourer us 
1926 Bentley 3-titre Red Label ms 
1940 BS.A. 10 hp. 4semter tourer as 
A927 Roget ipliire Brescia Dexter cus 
1938 Plat 500 Cabeiolet as 
1998 Praser-Nash/BMW  48_cabrioiet os 
1938 Hitman 18 d/h, foursome ars 
1938 Jaguar 34 saloon, immacuiaie "hauled «238 
935 Jagmar Competition 2seater ms 
1936 Lagooda {titre LOAS saloon ae 
135 Lagonda 4) Le Mans winner es 
1934 Lagooda 4}-kre wourer G) neo 
1934 Lagonda 16/80 specimen car os 
1991 Lagooda 3-titre tourer ms 
1931 Lagonda 3-titre saloon aus 
1981 M.G. TD Mk. If, immaculate 9s 
M.G. Never less than 25 in stock. 
1936 Riley 15/6 Adelphi saloon as 
1930 Riley 9 Ascot d/h, 1s 
1929 Riley ¥ Monaco os 


1927 Roll-Royee Phantom I Sedanca lim... €275 


1935 Singer 9 Le Mans seater 4s 
1933 Singer 9 Le Mans 4-seater os 
1984 Singer 9 Le Mans coupé ws 
1908 Standard 4/8, foursome eas 
1928 $8. 16 saloon ass 
1995 Stadebaier 27 d/h, coure os 
1936 Talbot 108 tourer ms 
1935 Talbot 18 Streamlined 75 cus 
1938 Triumph Vitesse d/h, count ms 
1934 Wobeley Hornet Special d/h, excellent 4165 
1952 Wobeley Horoct 4-str os 
1931 Wobeley Hornet spores 2 os 
100 cars on show. WLP., Insurance 
‘and part exchanee. 

The Windmill Goroge. Great, West Road, 
Brentford, Middx. EALing 8841-2-3 
3 minutes from Northfields Tube Station 
(Piccadilly or District Lines) 

Also at 
107 New Cavendish Street, W.1. 
‘MUSeum 8221-2-3 


SIG, Sener Maen creat 
§, ©. H, Davis Car Driving aan Art, tts Motor 
ee 


i9s2indionspells Yearbook, 
:, Classic Cord, 26s, 3d; "Se Me 


ce racine. 6h ae 
‘dcr only.—Vivian’ Gray “CAN Hurmiplerpotat, 


CELLULOSE 
OAR SPRAYING HANDBOOK 9532 


JOHN CHING 


OFFERS : 


ASTON MARTIN, choice of 
‘outstanding International, Mark Il/ 
Ulster (L.M.17) and 1936 long 
chassis Mark II tourer. 


M.G., 1951, I:litre saloon, 25,000 
miles 

RILEY Kestrel, 1938, overdrive, 
Single Solex. 
STUTZ, 8-cyl, 
saloon, 1929. 
TALBOT, ex-Brian Lewis 105 
Team Car. (Seecurent aticain" Motor Spot") 

— ae 


Morris Minor Owners are invited to write 
for John Boltter’s road text of our twin 
S.U. conversion—O to 50 in under 20 secs. 


Sports-Car Service 


‘Low-weighted”’ 


LAUNTON, 


Near BICESTER, OXON. 
Tel. No.: BICESTER 259 
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SPARES & ACCESSORIES 


ENGINES 
6 6, 


“-v" ewin racing engine, in 


MISCELLANEOUS 
AUTOMENDERS have very 


‘way ~Automenders, Lid., Lowther Oaraee 
Bond, Barnes, S.W.15. 'RIVerige 6496. 


BEVERLEY MOTORS (N. 1. Mann, Prooricion 
funderuke special coachwork desiens, primarily 
a ‘Alla Romeo chasis, but abso any Other ood 


= sportscar vchaas Toqulres 40, Aine 
Alpi ‘Avenue, New Malden, Phoae" Males 


SITUATION VACANT 


REPNIZING, SEERETARY seit or Win 
eg ass aghtl=At Yo WK. 
eta, aes oph a Yo 
eae a 


WHAT ABOUT THESE 
FOR PRICES ? ? ? 


LANCIA APRILIA, very beautiful order 
throughout, with radio, heater and excellent 


res. § 
RICG.TA (1938). An absolute specimen in Alfa 
fed, with loose covers, Bluemels wheel, recently 
fied with “Cromard "Liners and new crank. 
What value at 

TOEENEG 2, very dy te car. 
1933 (STANDARD VON, 4-seaier Poe 


Sound a 
1933, TALBOT 105. Van den Plas tourer Ths 
car, ex Morton Slack, has had almost £1,000 
spEatonitinthelast 8 years. 1s realy far above 

class and cannot be faulted at all 
mechanically. This fealy a dream of a fast 
(003 m.p-h) 4-seater touring car in truly mag- 
nificent condit 265. 
1934 NE MAGNETTE ex Chiltern Cars. Since 
this ear passed into our hands we have com- 
pletely. reconditioned it throughout. At the 
‘ame time new tyres (16° rears) were fitted, and 
the vehicle was entirely resprayed, silver’ and 
maroon. ‘The car really does motor, and for 
the discriminating enthusiast must be mare 


1950 date inte #9) FORD PREFECT, unblemighed 


1385 896 
Suc on 1982, Avery lan tn od le 


{548 M.G. TCin der throughout 
very good order throughout, 


AIl the above cars can be seen and tried 
with A.A. or RAC. exam. if needed at 
PORTLAND SPORTS AUTOS 

MEADOWHEAD GARAGE, 
SHEFFIELD Tel. 45215 
where terms can be arranzed 
suitable exchanges are selcome. 


ALFA ROMEO twincam 1350. enuine oct 
*10by). Sound singiecam Bead and block, with 
valve, Crankshalt, 


Onn. engines, ic. 

bp--Gramvilie Jones, 4? Edmundssown Road. Too 

Dandy, 

"ALVIS SPARES. Broking up, 1931 Siver Easle 
‘aad. Crested Eagie.~Bencon Hill Garage. New 

bury. Telephone! Burghclere 220, 

FORD 10 cosine comple, sarier, dymamo, carb, 
“chich, £25. Gearbox. £5, 

spring. cic, £7 10, 

Fo Yan 6} Fora 

she Outts 

KEE IT ON THE ROAD wih Conts—ihe 
Piston Ring, which has revolutionized engine 

maintessoce~-Macey and Smnthy 17 Lancing Road, 

‘Wen Croydon. THO $503. 

FREY, COUNTERS—0-10,000 pm. new con- 


Se et Teaat 
Fe aiem: Strec,”Teddineton.. Middx. 

IWIN SUs, and’ D:llow manifolds, only used six 

‘oaths, £12. Bluemel wheel, cream. Ty centre 
22. "Fond’ speedo, zero mileage. £3. Pale¢ 5 19 
‘von! m/e covets, £3." Engine and parts from 
BNC Walker, Redhurs, "Allendale, " Northum- 
tet 


WE HAVE yutow cadlamp ult for Con. 


1925 VAUXWALL op 23/60 open wore, bady 
‘damaged ‘conine. gearbon, pron. 
‘Stecrine column, <60." Ford VB 30 hp. eneine come 
pice 


ing, 21 "ini alto beaded and. obedlete typc%.— 
"Siapicton Rosd, Eastvihe, Bristol 


lampe. “What offers Roland Sidwell. Architect, 
37 Union Suet. Coventry. Telepbone 2393-4 Gay: 


SPVHEELS ane alt sizes for car, craers and 
‘Caravans—Cook, $89 Stapleton Road, East 
ile, Besta 


-wastED 


oy’ 973 
ASTON, MARTIN" “incernational” tack ante 

‘Whole car comidered if cheap! URGENT. 
—nobinson, Beacon Sitet, Peariih, 


JRUAT 500. ‘Body with complete ecring unit and 
front ale waned urgently. Condition 
lemateriat. "No wheels. enaine or other equip 
et ,evuied—37Alsander Toad, Loadoe, 
METEEN INCH rime of whecls 10 suit 5.00 
section ures, for Austin 7—Now, $1 Church 
‘Stren, Rusby 309. 
HE, BARTLETT are extremely ttcrested cash 
J. tivers of all pood post-war sec pre-war sport 
care STA" Pombetdes Vian Walls BAY O53. 


TLEAFRANCIS engine, 1938/9 oF post-war ti 
ine Details and. rewonable (price 10 J. C. 
Briericy, 211 Halifax Road, Rochdale 


WANTERIM.G. PA or PB casine complete — 
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vw. 


FOR ALL SPORTS SPARES, MATERIALS AND 


EQUIPMENT 
SILVERTOP 
ALUMINIUM CYLINDER, HEADS 


“Eo, MALTA lor Assn 7, BO 
Mou yess rom sock. 


{eon Aiea, tonnees £30, 
Open 9.am.—6 pm. Sundays and Boxing 


Day 1012 am. 
9 am. — 5 pm. Saturday the 27th Dec. 
V. W. DERRINGTON, LTD. 


159, 161 & 200 LONDON ROAD 
KINGSTON-ON-THAMES 
Tol. : KIM 5621/2 
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= W. JACOBS & SON 


PROMPT C.O.D. . . . . 
SERVICE Specialists & Enthusiasts 


WANstead 0660 


M.G. and Wolseley Spares 
and Repairs. We now hold 


bigger stocks than ever. 


I GARAGE 
‘WELL ROAD, LONDON, E.18 


™ WEST ESS 

yh EX 
Engineering Company Limited 
R. Willis ‘Theydon Bois 2077 
Frazer-Nash & BMW Repair & Tuning Service 
Brake conversion to 2LS Hydraulics for BMW and 
post-war Standard 12s & 14s — Manufacture Light 
Alloy Components for ‘Special’ Builders — Design 

& Manufacture * One-off". 


MARKET SQUARE, ABRIDGE, ESSEX 


WANTED for spot cash 
CARS of ALL TYPES 


ours of Busine 
WEEKDAYS 


SATURDAYS WLAND, 
‘ull? 


Toes tiNTrEo — # 


HAMPSTEAD HIGH ST., LONDON, N.W.3 


(HAMPSTEAD TUBE) HAMPSTEAD 6041 (10 lines) 


B-M-W 
HALL of BALHAM LTD. 


Offer spares for all types and models on 


EXCHANGE PLAN 


Ring BALHAM 7855 8" ANY SIZES CUT OR FOLDED 


List 


1979 HIGH STREET, TOOTING, S.W.17 


D. W. PRICE & SON LTD. 


For Safety Glass REPLACEMENTS 
and WINDSCREEN ASSEMBLIES 


e 
NEASDEN LANE, N.W.10 CULMORE ROAD, S.E.15 
Gladstone 76) New Cross 3856 
SAVOY PARADE, ENFIELD TANCRED ST., TAUNTON 


Enfield 3170 Taunton 2993 
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Goldie Gardner and his record breaking MG 
with a Laystall crankshalt 


Dennis Poore and his Connaught, with Cromard 
liners and Laystall crankshaft 


Bob Gerard and his veteran ER.A., with a Laystall 
crankshaft, 


Ken Downing and his Connaught, with Cromard Stirling Moss in one of John Heath's H.W.Ms, 
liners and Laystall crankshaft with a Laystall crankshaft, 


Watch for the result of the new Laystall-tucas high 
performance alloy cylinder head ROAD TEST in *-Autosport,”" ae 
dated December 26th. Interchangeable on models TB, TC. 

TD and I4-litre M.G.s 


LAYSTALL ENGINEERING CO., LTD. 


Head Office: 53, Great Suffolk Street, London, S.£1. Tel: WATerloo 6141 


Fublished by AUTOSPORT, 159 Praca Street, London. W-2, and printed in England by 
Kelner, Hudson & Kearns, Lid, Hotfelds, ‘Stamford Street, Lotion, $4, England. 


